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Well it was nice to be able to sit down and 
get some models completed at the Victorian Branch 
Exhibition, and at the same time meet some new 
and old friends. 

I sometimes wonder how it is that I receive 
mail that should have gone to the. Federal Registrar 
or the Federal Secretary; the Federal Secretary 
receives mail that should have gone to the Federal 
Registrar and the Federal Registrar receives mail 
that should have gone to the Federal Secretary. 

Perhaps we should preface the Credits with 
"HEY YOU READ THIS', or offer free $100 bills 
to people who read it, or perhaps we might just 
save the space for something else and accept the 
fact that no one reads the Credits section. 

_ It is good to see that West Australia has 
now placed its magazine in some 60 municipal 
libraries in the Perth area and eight regional 
libraries. I think that congratulations are 
in order for the innovative thinking that lead 
to this placement, and hope that it leads to the 
furthering of interest in model railways and even 
gets them a few more members. One case where 
the value of publicity has overcome the mighty 
dollar. - 

Perhaps if your local library would like 
to have a copy of Journal, you might drop a line 
to the Federal Secretary and get them placed on 
the mailing list. 

Rex Little 


‘™~ ERK REE RIE EHH IH NSH EAHA 


On The Cover 


This is a scene on the N Gauge layout built 
by NSW Branch members, and was the prize in the 
guessing competition held at the 1985 Sydney Exhi- 
bition. 


Photo by Jack Parker 


NOTICE 

This publication accepts no responsibility 
for the accuracy or reliability of articles or 
advertising published herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, nor 
do we necessarily subscribe to the views expressed 
or implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to the good conduct or practice of advertisers 
erein. This publication reserves, at all times, 
the right to refuse acceptance of any matter con- 
idered unsuitable for publication. 
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THE FEDERAL SCENE 


THE SECRETARYS DESK 


IT'S HEY YOU READ THIS, time again. 


First, a belated, but none the less sincere 
"Happy New Year’ to all members, 
Next, the news you have all been waiting 


for, with baited breath. The 1985 Federal Presi- 
dent and COM were returned unopposed and the 1986 
Federal body is as follows: 
Federal President 

Vice President 


Keith Wilcox 
Brian Tyson 


Secretary Phil Kelly 
Treasurer Ken Edwards 
Commit teeman/PRO Bob Wardrop 


Co-opted Committeeman Col Steele 

Kindly note that the Registrar prepares the 
membership lists, from which the Journal mailing 
list is compiled. PLEASE help us to help you. 
MAIL ALL membership applications, renewals and 
change of address advise to the REGISTRAR. Mail 
all other matters to the SECRETARY - addresses 
are shown on the Editorial Page, each issue of 
Journal, 

It is interesting to note that the membership 
tumbled during the 'political' period of Pop Valve. 
Since this garbage has been, and I quote, 'censor- 
ed', the membership has once again been on the 
increase. As at early February, we have 93 more 
members than we had at the same time in 1985, 
Queensland gained 22 to reach 100 members for 


the first time. Other gains were: WA - 19; 
Victoria - 10; NSW —- 47, Before the mathematic- 
ians jump up screaming "it don't balance", we 


lost a few members in States where we have no 
branches. 

On 8 July 1985 I mailed a letter to the Secre- 
tary of each State Branch outlining suggestions 
from both Federal COM and Victorian Branch COM 
regarding modifications to AMRA Federal Constitu- 
tion, with the request that same be considered 
by the Branches and their suggestions be forwarded 
to Federal COM to allow the preparation of a sub- 
mission to the General Membership for discussion 
and eventual ballot. The results so far have 
been a deafening silence. If you have any sugges- 
tions to improve and simplify your Federal Consti- 
tution, please forward them through your State 
Branch, not to the Editor. 

As the numbers’ show, AMRA certainly did 
"thrive in '85", What rhymes with '86'? I 
will personally spring half the renewal subscrip- 
tion for 1987 for the best useable '86 motto re- 
ceived within two weeks of publication of this. 

I would draw your attention to the invitation 
to attend NMRA's Australasian Region convention, 
published elsewhere in this issue. It is, regret- 
fully, but unavaoidably, late in publication here, 
but should at least have been displayed on Branch 
Notice Boards. 

I would further direct your attention to 
Pop Valve - ‘Foreign Exchange' from David Callow. 
CATCH-POINT ee 


At the NSW Exhibition I ran into AMRM's Bob G 
Who rightly claimed that I should know after all 
these years that Galagher is. spelt Gallagher. 
Bob also mumbled about where did I get the figures 
for the time he spent preparing AMRM. A check 
back to page 91, Journal 166, shows 25 hours per 
week, 33 hours per week when normal employment 
included. My original draft read '24 hours per 
day' and '33 hours per day', respectively, which 
is a truer representation. 


NOTE: Bob's staff is at least 10 times larger 
than Rex Little's staff. Just chew on that before 
you next criticise, and perhaps you may even ask 
Rex ‘how can I help?' - go on, give Rex a New 
Year's surprise. 

Regards to all. 


Phil Kelly 
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FROM THE MANAGING EDITOR 


Ern Raddatz in his letter in this issue's 
Pop Valve makes some interesting comments concern- 
ing censorship. I tend to agree with his com- 
ments, but it is difficult to know where to apply 
the blue pencil. 

I prefer not to censor letters, except where 
abusive language has been used. A free exchange 
of views should lead to a healthier Association. 
But at the same time, constant carping criticism 
is destructive of morale and leads to disenchant- 
ment. Therefore, I was not pleased to read yet 
another snide remark in Branchline (see 'Down 
the Grapevine’ in Journal 170). Some members 
seem to have the impression that we have a vast 
array of helpers willing and able to produce Jour- 
nal. This is certainly not the case, and if 
criticism is due, then it should also be partly 
born by the Branch Sub-Editors, including those 
from WA. I invite a comparison with AMRM where 
the credits list 41 names. 

By the time this Journal is received, the 
Victorian Branch Exhibition would have been held. 
I hope to have the opportunity of again meeting 
members from interstate and country areas. Fel- 
lowship is important in this hobby of ours. 

Roger Lloyd 
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LOOSE COUPLING 


by Ern Raddatz 


The Manchester Guardian of 6 September 1984 
reports that a couple making love on the Paris 
to Venice Orient Express delayed the train for 
40 minutes at Innsbruck when the woman's foot 
jammed an emergency brake. Engineers searching 
for the fault surprised the couple in their com- 
partment. 
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TRAIN TEASERS 


l What did the Great Western Railway use on 
its trains (for the first time on British railways) 
on 7 March 1892? 


2 In what Australian city and when did the 
first suburban electric train services commence? 


3 What was the only pre-Grouping Scottish rail- 
way to apply cast metal nameplates to its loco- 
motives? 


4 What was the motto on the heraldic crest 
of the London and North Eastern Railway? 


5 Where 
Britain? 


is the largest station roof span in 


6 Who wrote the railway poems 'From a Railway 
Carriage’ and 'The Iron Steed'? 


(ANSWERS ELSEWHERE) 
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THE BENNETT BROOK RAILWAY 


by Ross Parker 


Bennett Brook is a small water course rising 
in Whiteman Park, Caversham and meandering through 
wetlands before emptying quietly into the Swan 
River at Guilford. 

Whiteman Park is named after Mr L Whiteman, 
the previous owner of the land Surrounding Mussel 
Pool, an attractive bushland picnic area within 
15 km of central Perth. 

In recent years, 26 square kilometres, includ- 
ing Mussel Pool, has been acquired by the Metro- 
politan Region Planning Authority (MRPA), so that 
the area may be retained in its essential natural 
State, but with the provision of certain basic 
facilities and additional attractions, all designed 
to fit into the native environment and offer a 
variety of leisure and recreational activities. 

Part of this development includes a narrow 


gauge (610 mm-2 ft) light railway, operated by 
members of the Western Australian Light Railways 
Preservation Association (WALRPA), formed by a 


small group of enthusiasts in 1976. The concept 
of the railway is to provide intrinsic interest 
and ‘in park' transport between various facilities. 
Much of the present development of the park has 
been carried out under Community Employment Schemes 
provided by the Federal Government, including 
the Association's present scheme of nine employees 
involved in the construction and restoration of 
our locomotives carriages. 


Currently the main structural feature of 
the line is the beautifully restored and resited 
East Perth (Claisebrook) WAGR suburban station 
building dating from 1898, now renamed 'Central 
Station’. This is located at what will be the 
"heart' of the park, adjacent to the partially 
completed ‘Trade Village', Town Common and grassed 
"Winter Park'. A standard gauge (1435 mm-4'83") 


"Ridley' heads a Mussel Pool to Central passenger 
train across Bennett Brook. 


tramway operated by the Perth Electric Tramway 
Society and soon to be running lovingly restored 


vintage Melbourne, Perth and Fremantle trams, 
termiates adjacent to Central Station. 
Passenger services are currently operated 


at weekends on 1.2 km of track between Mussel 
Pool Station and Central Station. Mussel Pool 
Station is adjacent to the Mussel Pool picnic 
area and the railway and tramway workshops are 
near by. 

A ‘loop line' currently under construction 
runs north and west from Central to serve a Depart- 
ment of Community Welfare Youth Camp, located 
about 2.5 km to the west, and thence returns to 
Central Station via a 20 m long girder bridge. 
This 'loop line' has a further 1.5 km to be con- 
Structed, and is tenatively scheduled for comple- 
tion in early 1986, providing a total run of some 
4.5 km. Further proposed construction envisages 
a branch line from the Youth Camp north some 3 km 
to the International Ballistics and Shooting Com- 
plex which is already in use. Eventually, this 
line may run all the way to Gnangara Road, up 
to the north east corner of the park and then 
back to a junction approximately 1 km north of 
Central Station, a total distance of about 10 km. 

The line is laid partly on compacted limestone 
formation, but primarily on compacted sand, with 
ex Hammersley Iron standard gauge sleepers sawn 
in half carrying 45 lb/yd (22 kg/m) ex WAGR rail 
in 30' (9 m) lengths spiked directly to the sleep- 
ers which are set in granite ‘road base' ballast. 
The resulting track is rated for a 7 tonne axle 
loading and is layed with 120 m minimum main line 
radius and maximum gradients of 1 in 45. While 
not normally necessary on this gauge, some gauge- 
widening and super-elevation (camber) has _ been 
allowed on curves. 


NG 15 class No 123, minus cab, dome and chimney, 
is lifted from a low loader at Mussel Pool work- 
shops after its arrival in Australia. 
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The line has been surveyed and layed so as 


to create minimum environmental disturbance, but 
to a standard which will enable the impressive 
67 tonne 2-8-2 Henschel and Franco-Belge built 


NG 15 class steam locomotives, recently acquired 
by the WALRPA from Africa, to be run. The NG15s 
are currently being overhauled prior to entering 
service. 

Restoration is also under way on a unique 
'Mallet' steam locomotive, originally used for 
hauling silver ore on the Magnet Tramway on the 
west coast of Tasmania. This loco ended its 
working life on the Golden Mile in Kalgoorlie. 
It is planned to have steam operating by sometime 
in 1986, all services presently being petrol or 
diesel hauled. 


Siege 


Passenger coach under construc- 
tion in the BBR's workshops. 
The coach is built on modified bl . 
3'6" gauge bogies and under- 
frame. 


by arrangement. 


Plans for immediate and long term development 
include full semaphore signalling, with a 30-lever 
signal box on the island platform at Central; a 
steam roundhouse adjacent to Central Station, 
served by a 23 m (75') turntable (already acquired 
and in the park awaiting placement); overhead 
water tanks; the ultimate provision of some four 
or five stations or halts on the line; and even 
long term planning for a tunnel on the big northern 
loop. 


The park is open seven days a week from 7 am 
to 6 pm, with the railway operating on weekends 
and public holidays, Saturdays 1 to 5 pm, Sundays 
and Public Holidays 11 am to 5 pm. Other times 


General view of the’ BBR's 


Mussel Pool workshops. 


Ex Public Works Department 
diesel PW 27 at Mussel Pool. 


( 
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'Maylands' waits for departure 
time with a passenger train 
at Central Station. 


Mallett locomotive rusting 
quietly away, Mussel Pool , 
February. 1985, before being 


moved to the 
restoration. 


workshops for 


BENNETT BROOK RAILWAY : LOCOMOTIVES 


NAME NO 


Ridley ~ 


Yellow _ 
Rose 


Maylands i, 2 


Planet = 
Wynham PW 27 
- 3 

- 118 

- 123 


BRE REEEEEREREER EE EE KEE HEI ERIE IIE IEE IEE IEE IEE IEEE TEE IER EFEHEIEIEHIE E 


DESCRIPTION 


0-2-—4-0 

Petrol Mechanical 
0-4-0 

Petrol Mechanical 
0-4-0 

Petrol Hydraulic 
0-4-0 

Diesel Mechanical 
0-4-0 

Diesel Hydraulic 
0-4-0 

Diesel Mechanical 
0-4-0 

Tank Locomotive 
0-—4-4-0 

Mallet Tank 
Locomotive 

2-8-2 

Steam Locomotive 
2-8-2 

Steam Locomotive 


BUILDER 


Whiteman Brick 
Co, Midland, WA 


As above 


Maylands Brick Co 
Maylands, WA 


F C Hibbert 
England 


George Moss & Co 
Perth, WA 


Rushton Hornsby 
England 


Krauss, Germany 


Orenstein and 
Koppel, Germany 


Henschel, Germany 


Franco-—Belge 
Belgium 


BA 
4 
* 


ORIGIN 


Whiteman Brick Co 


As above 


Maylands Brick Co 


Lake View and Star 
Goldmine, Kalgoorlie 


Public Works Dept 
Wyndham 


Bunnings Sawmill 
Man jimup 


Kalgoorlie 


Kalgoorlie 


South African 
Railways 


As above 


CONDITION AT 


DECEMBER 1985 


In service 


In service 


In service 


Under restoration 


Under restoration 


Under restoration 


Stored 


Under restoration 


Stored 


Under restoration 
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THE REVERSING LOOP 


An article by Manfred Ebinger from an idea 
by Graeme Nitz. 


Do you have a layout with a reversing loop? 
Then this article will be of interest to you. 

Most ideas for electric circuits that I have 
seen, or read about, either involve complicated 
Switching, wiring, or stopping the train to reverse 
the track polarity. 

This circuit is simplicity itself. 
ves using a bridge rectifier. 

Normally a bridge rectifier is used to con- 
vert a.c. into d.c. In the application we wish 
to use the rectifier, the polarity of the reversing 
loop must be kept constant. So no matter which 
way the current is fed into the rectifier, it 
always comes out the same way. The following 
diagram will illustrate this: 


It invol- 


FAG \. 


FIG 2 


ao R ; CEnsTROLLeER 
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Now is we apply this principle to our revers- 
ing loop situation. 


Fig 3 


Once the train enters the loop, we throw 
the reversing switch on our controller and the 
following situation will occur. 


Fick ROLE 


You will see that the polarity at the entrance 
to the loop has changed, but the loop's polarity 
remains as before, so the train is able to exit 


the loop. 
This circuit requires that the train runs 
through the loop in one direction only. You 


must also remember to throw the point while the 
train is in the loop. 


CIRCUIT MKII 


This is basically an extension of the first 
circuit. All it entails doing is providing a 
reversing switch on the output of the bridge rec- 


tifier. This enables the train to run in both 
directions around the loop. The circuit is as 
follows: 


—_ 


rad 


This circuit just provides more flexibility 
as in most situations you would only require the 
train to travel in one direction around the loop. 

The operation is the same as before. While 
the train is in the loop, you throw the reversing 
Switch on the controller, to enable the train 
to exit the loop. 

Four diodes can be used to make a bridge 
rectifier; I find this can tend to be rather 
messy if soldering is not your strong point. I 
personally find it much better to use a _ bridge 
rectifier, such as sold by Dick Smith. A P-O4 
type only costs around $2, and is rated at 6 amps, 
even power guzzling Athearn locos will not damage 
this component. 

Those of you who are not sure of exactly 
how the circuit works, would be best to get some 
help from a fellow member who has a reasonable 
understanding of how electricity works and who 
could go into some depth as to how the circuit 
actually works. 

Both the circuits described, have been built 
into the AMRA Victorian Branch layout. I have 
added a couple of additions to make life easier, 
as both the loops are concealed in tunnels. 


Firstly, I have made one of the loops semi- 
automatic, that is, the train resets the point 
by itself. So that all the operator has to do 
is change the reversing switch on his controller 
while the train is in the loop. Secondly, to 


‘- 
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jog the operator's memory to throw the reversing 
Switch, the train activates a buzzer when entering 
the loop. 

The two detectors I used are an adaption 
of the Train Detection Circuit by Ken Stone in 


his book, Electronics for Model Railways. I 
have added the relay to the circuit which the 
text suggests. I have used the contacts on one 


relay to operate the buzzer and the contacts on 
the other relay to reset the point, so the train 
can exit the loop. 


Fig & 


Stes PeTECTGR Te 
CHAPRGE Pores 


Fast DerectmR +o 


Acnsarke Buzzer 


On the AMRA Victorian Branch layout we use 
PMG type 2000 relays as point motors. This means 
that only an On/Off switch is required to change 


a point. So when a train is sent to the loop, 
the point is activated by a momentary contact 
push button = switch. A holding contact on the 


point motor keeps the point motor activated. The 
train then enters the loop, passing over the first 
detector, this activates the buzzer to remind 
the operator to throw the reversing switch on 
his controller. The train then passes over the 
second detector, this causes the detectors relay 
to operate, which cuts off the power to the point 


motor. The point is now in a position to let 
the train exit the loop. This operation enables 
the train to pass through the loop without stop- 
ping. 


If you are using a different type of point 
motor, such as a solenoid type, you will have 
to devise a different method of making the loop 
semi-automatic. 
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HAWKESBURY LAYOUT 


This HO scale (1:87.1) layout was designed 
by Jack Parker in 1967 as a result of a contest 
amongst Branch members to design a layout suitable 
for exhibition use. 

When exhibited for the first time at the 
1969 AMRA NSW Model Railway Exhibition, it repre- 
sented one of the earliest attempts to model recog- 
nisable scenes from the New South Wales Government 
Railway System. 

The main scene modelled represents part of 
the short-north mainline (Sydney-—Newcastle) near 


the Hawkesbury River. Features in this section 
include Hawkesbury station, Long Island tunnel 
and the Hawkesbury River bridge. As with most 


prototypical modelling, the actual track plan 
and dimensions of structures, etc, were altered 
to achieve the desired result of being recognisable 
within reasonable layout size. This technique 
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APPROX. OVERALL SIZE 
MINIMUM RADIUS OF CURVES 
MAXIMUM GRADIENT 

TRACK & POINT WORK 
POINT MOTORS 


HO SCALE EXHIBITION LAYOUT 


is called selective compression and for example 
if it were not applied to ‘the bridge' which in 
the prototype is 785 m long, then it would have 
to be 9 m long in HO scale! 

The other 'scene' modelled represents Blue 
Mountain scenery and features the two rail bridges 
(one which is now part of the Great Western High- 
way) which cross over Knapsack Gully. 

We have accepted the ‘space warp' of coming 
off the Hawkesbury River bridge charging through 
a tunnel, up a bank and into the Blue Mountains! 

Although the layout was basically designed 
for exhibition use, consideration was given to 
making operation possible by arranging the ‘hidden 
yards' into a _ station. The ‘station' includes 
engine storage roads, head shunts and crossovers 
which permit greater operational satisfaction 
when the layout is being used in our Clubrooms. 


| 
ew 
ww 
i. 
a 


5.6 mx 3.8m 


0.9 2 


2% (1 in 50) 


SHINOHARA 
3000 SERIES RELAYS (EX. TELECOM) 


> 
> 


ve Xr db 4 
TRer ve > 


> 


Page 44 No 17] 


AMRA Journal 


In 1980 the scenery was renovated in line 
with some of the more modern techniques. The 
electrical system has been upgraded to include 
transistorised controllers, cab switching and 
a rewired control panel. More recently, track 
detection circuits and plug-in colour light signals 
have been added. 

The majority of rolling stock operating on 
the layout belongs to AMRA members. 

After so many years service to our Club, 
we believe considerable opportunity still exists 
to improve the layout, scenically, trackwise and 
electrically. 


o 


HINTS AND TIPS 


In passenger and freight boxcars, the complete 
floor section between the body bolsters is perhaps 
the best way to provide entry to the interior 
for repairs. Truss rods, air tanks, battery 
boxes, centre sills and like fittings should be 
fixed to and come away as an integral part of 
this demountable panel. It makes for a bit more 
work in the original construction, but you will 
eventually bless your foresight when something 
inevitably comes adrift, perhaps years later. 


| 
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BUILDING AN AMERICAN 


by Chris Malone 


The American Locomotive Company (ALCO) intro- 
duced their 2750 hp model C628 in 1964. It was 
their first major six-axle diesel and was followed 
by the C630 in 1965 and the C636 in 1969, The 
16 cylinder 251 turbo charged engine in the models 
C420 and 424 was uprated for the C628 by a combin- 
ation of increased speed and intercooling. At 
that time the C628 was the most powerful locomotive 
on the market. Its high power was a strong sell- 
ing point, but nevertheless only 135 units were 
sold to US railroads. Its followers, the C630 
(300 hp) and C636 (3600 hp) were more successful. 
Interestingly enough the increase in power from 
the C420 (2400 hp) to the C636 (3600 hp) was 
achieved by development of a single engine, the 


Zool ¢ However, all this was not enough to save 
Alco, which shut its doors in 1969, Fortunately, 
its Canadian counterpart, Montreal Locomotive 


Works (MLW) was better off and they kept building 


Centuries, although only the 630 and 636 (now 
prefixed M). 
Slugs were a popular form of motive power 


in the US during the 70s, but this enthusiasm 
died off as their limited usefulness became appar- 
ent. One railroad that still has C628 slugs 
is the Southern Pacific, which uses them for hump 
shunting with a diesel on either end, Basically 
a slug is a diesel with engine and generators 
removed, drawing traction motor current from other 
units at low speed. It does not use fuel, but 


STYLE SLUG IN HO 


one example used by the Rock Island pumped fuel 
to leading and following engines. 

A Model Power C628 was the Starting point 
for this kitbash. To lower the hood height, 
Several cuts were made to the shell after dis- 
assembly. The cab was also cut out. The roof 
was lowered onto the smaller sides and new covers 
made over the cab and rear areas. A new walkway 
was built on the cab foundations. Only one set 
of stairs remained on the damaged frame before 
conversion, but all four should remain following 
the prototype. Number boards remain on the B 
end, being lowered. A pilot was made out of 
Styrene for this end. 

No engine is fitted to my model as it had 
been transferred to a Mehano C628 when its engine 
seized up. It is possible, however, to build 
a motorised slug, although a higher roof profile 
may be needed. Some work still has to be done 
to bring this model up to best standard-—new steps, 
handrails, front lights/number boards/pilot, etc. 
Further Reading 

Railfan and Railroad, 
a good article on 
for CN and CP, 


September 1982, did 
Montreal Centuries operating 


Modern Locomotives (B Hollingsworth/A Cook) 
did a short history on Centuries, particularly 
the 630. As well, Railroad Model Craftsman did 


a profile on how to build an SP hump set and Model 
Railroader is presently dealing with all Centuries 
in detail. 
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MODELLING IN $n3% 


"MEANJIN’ — A COMPACT EXHIBITION LAYOUT 


One of the problems with S scale modelling 
is the space needed for its operation. The Mean- 
jin layout was designed to give reasonable Oper- 
ation for exhibition use in the smallest Space 
possible, plus incorporating an area for a display 
of locomotives. The layout was built and tested 
in a small garage and transported in a 1970 Holden 
Station wagon. 


The photo showing the plan view of the layout 
Should give a good idea of the layout's concept, 
the major dimensions being 2 m x 3 om. The main 
viewing side is at the bottom of the photo and 
the left side could also be used for viewing if 
the layout had a corner position. A typical QR 
crossing loop station is on the left, while a 
15 stall loco roundhouse depot is on the right. 
The roundhouse may be a little out of place, but 
I felt the need to display locomotives at a time 
when local locomotive model making was rare and 
needed encouragement. Of interest, the central 
track in the shed has access from behind the back- 
scene so that locos can be introduced into the 
area without an obvious O-5-0. The control panel 
is on the front right, near to the main viewing 
area, thus allowing the operator to keep in contact 
with viewers. 

All points are controlled by Peco point motors 
controlled by a wandering 'live' probe on a track 
diagram on the main control panel. A home made 


A view from the control panel. | 7 ™_a 


Single pole rotary switch controls power in the 
turntable area. One rail of each Roundhouse 
track is commoned to one output of a controller, 
while the other output passes through the rotary 
Switch to the other rail of the roundhouse tracks. 
The turntable tracks are connected to the control- 
ler through a reversing switch above the rotary 
Switch to cater for directional use of the actual 
turntable. The turntable area can be controlled 
by the control panel controller or by a separate 
hand held controller allowing two operators to 
liven up the action at exhibitions. One operator 
can manage the main line trains with the panel 
controller and another operator can shunt a few 
locos around with the hand held one. The turn- 
table is operated by hand and lined up by eye. 
I've tried many types of powering, but at exhi- 
bitions nothing beats direct control. Drive 
uses meccano worm and gear, although these are 
a little sloppy, and operated by the wheel to 
the right of the panel, the heavy plywood disc 
acts as a flywheel and aids in smooth operation. 

The main panel controller is a simple inertia 
transistor controller (designed by Queensland 
President Cec Wall) with the controls connected 
to diesel type handles, making for more interesting 
and enjoyable operation. This controller has 
brought many favourable and interesting comments 
from exhibition visitors. 


A plan view of the layout 'Meanjin'. 


ry 


All Peco track was used, mounted on + cork 


(because it was free), the minimum radius is 30". 
The turntable area tracks are just code 100 rail 
contact glued to the 4" chipboard baseboard top. 
The underneath framework is 4" x 1" which I con- 
Sider a little on the heavy side. Scenery is 
expaned styrene foam covered with plastered paper 
towels. When dry, the areas are coated with 
a thick coat of earth coloured plastic paint, 
a bit at a time with coloured sawdust, etc, sprink- 
led on while the paint is still wet - two people 
can work as a team here. 

For transport, the front section fits on 
top of the left section, supported and kept at 
distance by four 3/8" rods about a foot long which 
go into holes in the bottom section and into holes 
underneath, in the framework of the top section. 
This double decked arrangement was designed to 
fit in the back of the wagon, but it was a bit 
of a tight fit and Debbie and I often almost did 
damage to ourselves getting it in and out of the 
car. As well, the front seat had to go all the 
way forward which made for some uncomfortable, 
if not comical, driving to and from the exhi- 
bitions - my arms and legs were just too long 
for the job. However, as I found out, the layout 
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than the car, but that's another 


problem, Yes, a lot of things were learnt out 
of those experiences. 
Overall, it has been a successful layout, 


being used at a number of exhibitions over the 
last few years. For interesting operation, four 
trains can run on the main line; it is best to 
run three anti-clockwise and one clockwise. Two 
anti-clockwise trains can be run behind each other 
on the large inside loop, the rear section can 
be isolated from the panel. The wiring (being 
an electrical tradesperson myself) has been kept 
to the minimum, basically two wires go from the 
control panel controller to the single track nearby 
and that's all - the Peco insulfrog points do 
all the work. some call it the KISS method - 
keep it simple stupid. But everyone to their 
own tastes. 

Buildings are all scratch, the ones in the 
loco depot area are my creations, while the house 
(seen in a recent AMRM) is from Eric Lyon's collec- 
tion, the station and buildings came from Arthur 
Robinson's collections; these buildings originally 
made by John Newell many years ago with the name 
'Meanjin' on it, which is where the layout got 
its name. 

S Malone 
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HAVE YOU READ 


by Ern Raddatz 


EUROMODEL RAIL REVUE NO 20 


INNSBRUCK LOG - a visit to Austria's major 
rail crossroads; where to watch and photograph 
trains; the city's trams; where to stay and 
even what model shops are in the city; required 
reading if you are planning a visit to Europe. 
INNSBRUCK PANORAMA - four pages of photos taken 
from the Olympiabruck in that city. SEEING THE 
SCENERY NO 2 - getting off the flatlands - a city 
bridge; take a look at the sketch through a road 
bridge and imagine it in, say,a Melbourne suburban 
setting. NIGHT FERRY - a very interesting revue 
of a book about the now discontinued cross Channel 
night ferry train service; it's on this writer's 
must get list. JOURNEY ALONG THE MOSEL - travel- 
ling the DB line from Koblenz to Trier; recommend- 
ed for the modellers of German railways; centre 
page photos are taken along this line. ERR TOUR 
TO FRANKFURT - a visit to the third International 
Modelleisenbahn in that city. ERRBAHN '86 DB MW 
MAINZ ~ a look at the prototype and a trackplan 
for modelling this German railway prototype. 


KEKE HERE 


CONTINENTAL MODELLER for November/December 1985 


RAILWAY OF THE MONTH - MITHOLZ, HO - an at- 
tractive model based on the Swiss prototype built 
by two British enthusiasts who live 130 miles 
apart; if you think the layout looks too clean 
and tidy you should take a look at the real Swiss 
countryside. B&O PRESIDENTS - discussing the 
prototype and ways to make the Rivarossi/AHM and 
Mantua models more realistic. | PONTEVEDRO, HOe - a 
freelance narrow gauge steam tramway located in 


the State of Pontevedro (and you should ask the 


Merry Widow where this is). ESCHERANGE WAGON 
WORKS - a lineside industry for your layout and 
even includes a neat way to make O scale wine 
bottles. LOCOS FOR LANGVELD - long time readers 
of the magazine will be familiar with these Sn33 
models of South African locos and this article 
is on building tips for them and makes good reading 
for anyone contemplating loco construction; now, 
where can I buy tape drive motors? CENTRE PAGE 


preafarentinadiatlictchamisnctis Semmes 
CLASS E10 2-10-4T - 


PHOTO - for this month it is of the preserved 
Belgian class 12 streamlined Atlantic 2-2-1; 
Belgium also celebrated 150 years of railways 
in 1985 along with the DB and GWR. COMPACT DRG 
EXHIBITION LAYOUT - modelling a pre-war German 


branchline, TRABEN-TRARBACH - a DB branchline 
worth modelling; coincidentally this branchline 
is in the Mosel Valley and junctions with the 
line described in ERR No 20. DEUTSCH BUNDESBAHN 
SIGNALS, Vl - more on German signalling. JNR 
Japan's Wandering Giants. 
ARGENTINIAN 2-8-2 IN HO - a model of a Beyer-—Pea- 
cock Mikado that is reminiscent of the VR X class 
Steamers; A tyco 2-8-2 was the basis of the model 
which would not look out of place on an Australian 
layout. SAR NARROW GAUGE STOCK 6 -— final part 
of the series on South African 2'6" gauge rolling 
stock. THE BLUE BRABANTIAN - Historic Dutch 
Locomotives 2 - an interesting Dutch inside cylin- 
dered 2-3-0; the HO model was built using an 
Airfix 4-6-0 as a starting point. 


FHA HE EGE HAA EE HEE HIE TEACH EHH HEE IEEE TEE HIE HE 
ANSWERS TO THE TRAIN TEASERS 


1 Corridor connections between coaches’ were 
used for the first time ever in Britain, although 
they were at first lockd and only used by the 
guards. 


2 Melbourne on 28 May 1919. 


3 The Great North of Scotland Railway - and 
then they were made as thin and as short as poss- 
ible! All the other Scottish railways painted 
theirs on the splashers as is a Scottish tradition, 
'Tis cheaper, laddie!' 

4 Considering the LNER's constant financial 


plight, it was quite brave indeed to have ‘Forward’ 
on their crest. 


5 At St Pancras, the London terminus of the 
Midland Railway. Designed by W H Barlow to a 
span of 240 feet and a height of 100 feet, it 
was completed in 1868. 


) Robert Louis Stephenson (1850-1894) 
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1985 FEDERAL MODELLING COMPETION © 


MORE PHOTOS Jack Darker NSWGR goods shed in N scale by Glenn Watson. 


Winner of Candemah Cup. 


QGR early guards van in Sn34 by John Hill. 
Winner of NSW Branch Cup. 


Midland Railway (UK) 4-2-2 in 0 scale by Peter 
Betts, winner of Tim Dunlop Cup. 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 
I. should like to continue the discussion 
on the relative merits of OO, EM and P4 which 


has been raging in Pop Valve in recent months. 
Now that the arguments have focused on track and 
wheel standards, I am in my element because this 
is a subject to which I have made an exhaustive 
Study. 

For the sake of those readers who might be 
wondering how qualified I am to comment on this 
subject, I am a senior experimental scientist 
with the CSIRO; I have had 12 scientific papers 
published in internationally recognised journals, 
and I have had hundreds of articles published 
in model railway journals, many of which are on 
the theory and practical applications of track 
and wheel standards. Also, I am a member of 
a committee of the Standards Association of Aust- 
ralia, who are a professional body responsible 
for formulating and writing standards for the 
whole of Australian industry. On the practical 
side, I have scratchbuilt 18 locomotives and count- 
less items of rolling stock; I have won first 
place 21 times in AMRA Federal modelling compet- 
itions, and have had my layout judged to be the 
best at Australia's premier model railway exhi- 
bition. I don't normally approve of people stat- 
ing their own qualities in articles or letters, 
but have done so in this case lest some reader 
is wondering who to believe when contradictory 
Statements are published in Pop Valve. 

On the subject of EM track and wheel stand- 
ards, I have been attacked for using dimensions 
which are at variance with those put out by the 
EM Gauge Society (EMGS). To this I will ask 
'what are the EMGS standards?'. They vary in 
themselves, depending upon from where you read 
them and the vintage of the publication. Moreover 
there are inconsistencies as to what are nominal 
dimensions and what are the maximum or minimum 
dimensions. EM standards which I have seen pub- 
lished are always poorly presented and some of 
the dimensions are irrational. What I have tried 
to do is to rationalise the system from a starting 
point of those dimensions which are reasonably 
consistent. These are 18.2 mm track gauge min- 
imum, 1.0 mm crossing flangeway minimum and 16.5 mm 
back-to-back nominal. After these three, there 
is so much inconsistency anyway that I don't be- 
lieve anyone can say that I am at variance. I 
declare that the EM standards which I have form- 
ulated give me larger tolerances and consistent 
clearances and therefore will give me more reliable 
running, without in anyway disadvantaging any 
piece of rolling stock which might be constructed 
to the gauges supplied by EMGS. I am not alone 
in this action, because famous people such as 
Peter Denny have been using their own rationalised 
version of EM standards for years. 

I have written to the EMGS pointing out to 
them the anomolies in their published standards, 
but have never received a reply. I do therefore 
recommend to anyone modelling in EM in this country 
that they take notice of the dimensions published 
recently in AMRA Journal, rather than trying to 
adopt those of EMGS which they are probably mis- 
interpreting anyway. 

The correct formulation of track and wheel 
standards involves the simultaneous manipulation 
of around 20 mathematical equations, all of which 
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must be satisfied by the final quoted dimensions. 
As most of these equations involve variables which 
are dependent on each other, it is not easy to 
manipulate them correctly. With the sole excep- 
tion of AMRA, other model railway organisations 


in the world have produced standard track and 
wheel dimensions which are largely arbitrarily 
selected. The worst of them is BRMSB. I have 


written to most such organisations in an attempt 
to get countries together to adopt mutually recog- 
nisable standards, or at least to get them to 
express their dimensions in a sensible and pro- 
fessional way. My replies have ranged from utter 
rage from USA, to no reply from most others. 
This is the same attitude which causes AMRA members 
in one state to heap abuse on those of another 
State; or members of the Protofour Society to 
pin a notice on their commercial stand at an exhi- 
bition saying 'members of the Scalefour Society 
will not be served' (I saw this with my own eyes)! 

I cannot comment constructively on Paul 
Kehoe's letter in Journal 170 with regard to radius 
of curvature in 18.83 mm gauge, because, again, 
his examples are not relative to EVERYTHING ELSE 
BEING EQUAL. I will, however, say of course 
you can get any vehicle round any curve you like 
in any gauge, provided that the wheelbase is short 
enough or there is enough gauge widenning. How- 
ever, there are severe limitations on gauge widen- 
ning, particularly on point work, and once this 
limitation is reached, the only other course of 
action in long six (or more) wheeled vehicles 
is to increase side play in the axles. an intell- 
igent look at published dimensions for O00, EM 
and P4 will show that for a given vehicle, the 
need to widen the gauge or increase the side play 
in the axles is less critical in OO than the other 
two. 

Replying to another of Paul Kehoe's points, 
I certainly don't expect everyone in ‘00 land' 
to go out. and buy lathes. What I do want them 
to do is to move the wheels on all their axles 
so that they all have the same nominal back-to- 
back, and, if this is impossible, to replace their 
wheelsets by suitable ones. The only people 
who would need to remachine wheels, would be those 
using the old Triang or Trix monstrosities. 
Nobody wanting to improve their standards would 
want to retain these anyway. 

Another aspect of P4 modelling not previously 
mentioned is that you are committed to building 
your own track and pointwork. How many people 
are capable of this? The use of flexible track 
on anything other than very gentle curves would 
be useless because the gauge of flexible track 
narrows when it is bent and the already very meagre 
clearances permitted in P4 will be quickly used 
up. 

: I think Phil Knife in his letter in Journal 
170 really hit the nail on the head when he stated 
that modelling in 18.83 mm gauge is really a whole 
new philosophy, rather than modelling to near- 
correct track gauge and tyre profiles. For most 
early P4 modellers, this was the case and all 
facets of their modelling was to uniform standards 
of excellence. However, we are now seeing some 
really dreadful looking 18.83 mm gauge layouts, 
with roughly built rolling stock sitting on beauti- 
ful true-to-scale wheels. These layouts would 
actually look better if the wheels were equally 
rough in OO. Unfortunately, the majority of 
P4/S4 modellers are now in this category, and 
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dabble in this gauge so as to be bracketted with 

the elite group of pioneers. This, of course, 
is where all this discussion began. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Betts 

New South Wales 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Mr Little 

In Issue 170 a letter was published from 
Mr Philip Knife in which he stated that he was 
'disturbed' at the copyright claims at the head 
of my articles. | 

I have been augmenting my income in a not 
inconsiderable manner for Many years by writing 
fiction, drama, documentary and journalistic pieces 
for a wide range of outlets. 

_ Whilst Mr Knife may not be able to 'possibly 
imagine’ anyone pirating my work for another publi- 
cation, such 'pirating' is, sadly, a fact of life 
Which only the letter 'C' inside a circle can 
effectively deter. 4 

I do not share Mr Knife's magnanimous view 
of such pirating. Whilst I am prepared to allow 
free use of my material to a house journal such 
as Journal, I balk at the possibility of it being 
used in a magazine without the payment of royalties 
which could amount to anything between $100 and 


pM 


$350 for an article the length of the three instal- 


ments of HYLTON. 

And frankly, Mr 
to be 'delighted' 
and published elsewhere without such payment is, 
at the very least, naive. | 


Knife, anyone who claims 


Paul Kehoe 
Western Australia 
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The Editor 

AMRA Journal 

Dear Rex 

| I wish to make a few comments and suggestions 
on Philip Morgan's airbrushing article in Journal 
169, 

While it was a 'GREAT' article on airbrush- 
ing, I feel it was a bit too concise for modellers 
who are thinking of branching into this field. 
While the article pointed out that either methyl- 
ated spirits or caustic soda can be used to strip 
models, model trains, that 1s, it does not say 
that caustic soda does not remove paints on all 
models, such as the Lima 422 which must be done 
in methylated spirits. 

I have found that acrylic paints can be used 
as a barrier as they do not craze plastics, can 
be thinned with metho and can be Sprayed over 
when dry with the colour of your choice; also 
Testor's Model Maker (Grey) Primer can be used 
as it can be thinned down with any of the enamel 
thinners available. 

These tips are given not as criticism, but 
to be used in addition to the notes in the article. 
I still say it is a great article and I hope this 
letter clears up any misunderstandings modellers 
may have. | 

If anyone still has problems in any area 
of airbrushing, please drop me a line and I will 
explain further. My address is in the membership 
list of Journal 170. 

Yours sincerely 
Michael Wierzbinski 
New South Wales 
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crept into my Have You Read? 


to have their material pinched 


The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 
A number of both mine and yours, 


and letter in the 


errors, 


January/February Journal. 

The bit about the Dutch State Railways -Atlan- 
tic. should read "possibly the most attractive 
of all British locomotives were the GWR ‘Lord 
of the Isles' 4-2-2 and sisters and their '‘Arm- 
strong' 4-4-0 cousins and this class of Beyer- 
Peacock built. 4-4-2s may be seen as their Dutch 
descendants". 

The paragraph about the Messerschmitt built 
DB ICEs should have read "gusts and officials 
of the DB", As your printed it, my attempt at 
humour does not make sense. 


By the by, a small thought. I wonder what 
would happen if someone Standing at trackside 
as one of these trains passed shouted ‘Achtung, 
Spitfire’, 

In my letter I mentioned the paint colour 
‘Celtic Grey'; it should, of course, have been 
'Celtic Green'. Grey is what the engines were 
painted, 

For those members who think that my Have 
You Read? series is a waste of space, they should 
remember that it only appears because nobody has 
Sent in an article to fill those pages. So if. 
they don't like it they should send in something 
to be printed. That goes for anyone who thinks 
that there is nothing worthwhile in Journal. 

Something that has been worrying me of late 


is: the sarcastic remarks that have been appearing 


in letters in Pop Valve. I am not referring 
to the sniping between Phil Kelly and myself be- 
cause we both treat that with good humour, but 
that going on between two other members is over 
the odds and is not seen to be good humour chiaking 
and you should blue pencil it out of the letters, 
no matter what is said about censorship. 

‘At the same time, I am not sure that banning 
Association politics from Pop Valve would be an 
altogether wise thing. So long as the writers 
keep to a sense of dignity and do not behave in 
the spoilt school child fashion that our political 
masters in Canberra seem to find so necessary, 
an active correspondence about matters of interest 
to the members in general is required if our organ- 
isation is to retain a semblance of democracy. 

Banning politics from Pop Valve, while leaving 
the COM, both Federal and Branch, able to make 
Statements through their respective columns smacks 
too much of the Canberra 'Cowards Castle' for 
a healthy future for the AMRA. The COM could, 
under the present rule, make public statements 
while, at the same time, stifling public response, 
and that's not good enough. 

The response to this from the Federal COM 
could be that if a member has some problem he/she 
should correspond directly with the COM and not 
through Pop Valve. Fair enough, but this would 
be private correspondence; how could the feelings 
of the general membership to a proposal be judged 
if not through Pop Valve? Keep politics in Pop 
Valve or stifle this Association; those are the 
alternatives. 

Membership figures, as given in the latest 
Journal, shows that the West Australian Branch 
increased its membership last year by 43% over 
the previous year as against the 21% each for 
New South Wales and Victoria and a miserable 142 
by Queensland. The Sandgropers are to be con- 
gratulated if their newsletter as printed in Jour- 
nal is anything to go by; they must have a very 
active Branch. All power to them. 
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Now, going by the very apathetic way the 
general membership responds to the annual elec- 
tions for the COM, if certain members of the WA 
Branch, whose names are anethema in the east, 
make a concerted effort to get out the vote, they 
could take the Federal COM to the west —- which 
may not be a bad thing for the Association. 
And if that thought worries certain easterners, 
they know what to do about it. 

And finally, may I congratulate the Corio 
Club for a job well done with their recent Exhi- 
bition. Without doubt they have the best show 
in the past year in Victoria. 


Regards 
Ern Raddatz 
Victoria 
HHEHKH EEE IKKE E RE KEIET IEIEE IEIETE TEIN IETESE HESTON IESE 
The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 
At the risk of being accused of 'perfection- 
ism’, I would like to make a few corrections to 


my article, 'PB15 - Maid of all Work', as printed p-#, 


in the Journal No 170. They are as follows: 
- _-~ Paragraph 1, line 7 - for 1899 read 1889 
- .~Paragraph 3, line 8 - for WHIT read WIT 
- .~Paragraph 7, line 10 - for ROMAN read HUMAN 

I'm not Suggesting that the Romans were not 
human, but all humans are not Romans. 

I note from Pop Valve that the ‘battle of 
the gauges' (and scales) still proceeds intermin- 
ably as it has been doing for the past 20 odd 
years, if I may judge from the correspondence 
page of the June 1962 issue of Model Railway News, 
a copy of which I happen to possess. I wish 
that some enthusiasts would refrain from trying 
to ram their particular fads down the necks of 
others, but would keep them quietly to themselves. 
I am reminded irresistably of the fox who lost 
his tail! Incidentally, the abovementioned MRN 
contains a letter by a fellow Lancastrian, Mr 
H K Pilkington, which so nearly reflects my own 
Opinions on the whole matter that I am tempted 
to copy it out for Journal, but it is long and 
I can't write easily these days. Perhaps someone 
down there has one! 

Yours 
Jack Makin 
Queensland 
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Federal Secretary 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Mr Kelly 
FOREIGHN EXCHANGE 
Would it please be possible to arrange a 
short editorial note in the next available issue 
of your society gazette/newsletter stating that 
I would welcome anyone contacting me who wanted 
British models and literature in exchange for 
Australian ones. Though a private individual 
I can supply not only everything available here, 
but can locate such as obsoletes, obscurities, 
etc, as I have been a collector for years and 
know where to look. 
Initially, I only want catalogues of Austra- 
lian manufacturers and collectors guides. (I 
already have the Lima Australian catalogue and 
most Australian models by British and European 
manufacturers. ) 
With all best wishes, 
Yours sincerely 
David Callow 
6 Strathearn Road 


SURREY SM1l 2RS_ England 
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Federal Secretary 
AMRA 
Dear Phil 

On behalf of the Australasian Region of the 
National Model Railroad Association, I wish to 
extend an invitation to all members of AMRA to 
attend our first Convention on Saturday 17 May 


1986. As the local representatives of NMRA, 
we would point out that we cater for all modelling 
interests, not just North American prototype, 


our members including those following British, 
Australian and Continental, as well as the American 
scene, Our convention will feature activities 
to appeal to everyone. 

Details of the Convention are as follows: 


Location: Macquarie University, Unit W5C 220 

Time: 10 am to 6 pm, with an extra-fare 
dinner at 7.30 pm at the Black Stump, 
Carlingford 

Cost: $5 until 31 March 1986, then $7 

Program: Clinics, films and slide shows, open 
modelling competition, model shop 
(Junction Hobbies), second hand stall 

Catering: Morning and afternoon tea provided 


Registration and enquiries: 
Mr John Saxon 
122B Castle Hill Road 
WEST PENNANT HILLS NSW 2120 


Telephone (02) 84 7383 

There will also be a separate ladies' program, 
provided that there is sufficient support, which 
will include an interesting tour and lunch. For 
the modellers, layout tours are planned for Sunday 
18 May, covering different areas of Sydney. 

Out of state visitors are especially welcome. 
Arrangements for accommodation and transport will 
be made on request. 

We would greatly appreciate your extending 
this invitation and passing on the details to 
your membership through your Association journal 
or newsletter. 

The members of the Australasian Region look 
forward with pleasure to being your hosts at our 
first Convention, and we plan this to be a function 
to remember. 

Yours sincerely 
Philip A Knife 
Secretary 
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The Editor 
AMRA Journal 
Dear Rex 
I am a new member of AMRA and have started 
to acquire older issues of Journal which I find 
very useful as a reference, particularly for HO 
Australian, 
I require the following issues: 
First issue to No 108 
Nos=110 to 123° . 
Nos 144, 145, 147, 148, 149 
NogekStyslSOF P60, 1615162, 163, 165, °166 
I am also looking for the following issues 
of the Australian Model Railway Magazine to com- 
plete my collection:  }~ 
Nos 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 11, 14, 15, 21 and 30 
I hope you can help. 
Yours sincerely 
Charles Schuster 
ACT 
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EXTRACTS FROM BRANCHLINE 
TIMES OF MEETINGS 


Mondays and Wednesdays - 8 pm 
Saturdays - 2 pm 


All meetings will be held in the Clubrooms 
on Meltham Station. The rooms will be opened 
15 minutes earlier than the above times. 

HHH HUNK 


KEKE REKEE 


MERITORIOUS AWARD GUS DURHAM 


Each year, the Branch has the opportunity 
to nominate a member for the Association's Meritor- 
ious Award. This year our nominee was GUS DURHAM. 

Gus has been a member of the Association 
for some 27 years. Up to 1973, Gus lived in 
Sydney and was very active with the New South 
Wales Branch of the Association, serving on their 
Committee and holding the position of Vice Presi- 
dent for some three years. Gus was also a Trustee 
of the NSW Branch for several years. 

In 1973, Gus and his family moved to Perth. 
He immediately became involved with the embryo 
WA Branch and was instrumental in forming the 
Original Committee of Management. Gus has twice 
served on the Branch Committee, the first time 
for about three years, and he is now well into 
his second period. In between times, Gus has 
acted as one of the Branch Trustees. 

Throughout Gus' membership of the Association, 
he has been actively involved in all the Assoc- 
iation's, NSW and WA Branches! activities, always 
lending a willing pair of hands when they were 
most needed and giving of the maximum amount of 
effort. His past experience and expertise have 
been extremely useful to the Branch. It is prob- 
ably true to say that without Gus' help and guid- 
ance, our first exhibition may never have got 
off the ground. 

Whilst this Award is presented to Gus (and 
it has his name on it), without taking anything 
away from Gus himself, I'm sure he would agree 
that this Award also reflects the contribution 
his whole family has made to the Association and 
its various branches (who else flies interstate 
to help with the other branches' exhibitions?). 
Marg was a member of the Association for many 
years and was Treasurer of the WA Branch in the 
early days. 

It gave me very great pleasure, both person- 
ally and officially, to present the MERITORIOUS 
AWARD to Gus at the meeting on Monday 6 January 
1986. 

Thank you Gus, thank you Durhams all. 

Ted Thoday 
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"THE BRANCHLINE' GOES INTO THE LIBRARIES 


With the assistance of the Circulation Div- 
ision of the State Library Service, 'The Branch- 
line' is now being distributed to 60 municipal 
libraries in the Perth metropolitan area and to 
eight Regional Country libraries. We welcome 
any queries from Librarians or Library users on 
any aspect of the model railway hobby which, we 
think, is a very creative and recreational pastime. 


HEKEE HEEETE KHKEE HREKE 


AUSSIE TRAIN TEASERS 


Previous 'Train Teasers' have been criticised 


as ‘having too much Pommie stuff' in them, so 
here we go with local ones. 

| what were the first diesel electric railcars 
to operate in Australia? 

2 What is the only steam locomotive in Australia 


equipped with a Geisl oblong steam ejector? 


s) What was the first train in the world to 
provide a piano for the entertainment of its pass- 
engers? 

4 What were the most powerful steam locomotives 
in the southern hemisphere? 


5 When did the standard gauge line between 
Sydney and Melbourne open for passenger traffic? 


6 When did the WAGR 'Westland' 


Start running 
between Perth and Kalgoorlie? 


7 Where is 
Australia? 


the largest passenger platform in 


(ANSWERS ELSEWHERE) 
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FROM A MEMBER'S WIFE 


We have received a letter from the wife of 
one of our members, requesting more family-orien- 
tated social functions. The following is an 
extract from the letter: 

".eee.D feel it is a pity that the Club is 
not more family orientated, but if there is a 
wish to encourage family involvement so that the 
male obsessionalists can continue on with their. 
hobby with a clear conscience, surely a few func- 
tions throughout the year could be organised by 
the Committee away from railways, videos, etc. 

Admittedly through common interest, I have 
come to know several wives on a social level where 
railways are not the basis of conversation, but 
for those families who are reticent or new to 
the Club, it is difficult to feel involved when 
only one social function is organised each year. 


What about a _picnic/cricket day at 


Point 
Walter, a river cruise, car rally to Serpentine 
Falls - we might even agree to a day out with 


Hotham Valley....." 

The Committee wholeheartedly agrees with 
the above and accordingly you will note from the 
Program page and the accompanying Program Notes 
that a social event for the whole family has been 
Organised for the near future, as well as possibly 
a visit to the Railway Museum followed by an even- 
ing BBQ there (if it can be arranged) or at a 
nearby river park. We've also arranged a showing 
of 'The Titfield Thunderbolt! - admittedly a rail- 
Way orientated film, but one which has got a lot 
of good family fun in it, Sometime in May or 
June, we're thinking of an evening event for the 
Whole family - maybe a meal at a Chinese restaurant 
More details next time. 

WHAT ABOUT YOU SUGGESTING SOMETHING? BETTER 
STILL, LET YOUR WIFE OR GIRLFRIEND SUGGEST A SOCIAL 
EVENT ~— AND PERHAPS START SOME OF THE ORGANISING 
FOR IT! 


WII 
LAYOUT NOTES 
HALTWHISTLE LAYOUT 


Haltwhistle will be on display at the Channel 
Nine studios on 2 February. The layout will 
need quite a bit of work done on it before this 
if it is to be up to an acceptable standard for 
display. 

The first priority is completing the headshunt 
at Haltwhistle Station; this being the most in- 
volved project. Once this is done, other areas 
will be worked on, including signals, telephone 
poles, fences and buildings, to mention but a 
few. 

AS a result of this work, the layout will 
not be available for operation during this period 
of restoration. 


HEHKH HUME HEHE 


HUH HHH 
COLORADO PACIFIC RAILROAD 
Work has been progressing steadily during 


the past couple of months on the CPRR, Consider- 
able interest has been shown in the construction 
of this layout with the workforce varying between 
5 and 10 members, virtually none of whom model 
N gauge themselves. The layout is at the base- 
board construction stage. 
Simon Mead 
Layout Manager 


HHEEH HEKHH 


1986 EXHIBITION REPORT 


Here we are at the end of January and the 
1986 Model Railway Exhibition is but 18 weeks 


HKEKHKE KEKE 


away. The Exhibition WILL be held over the June 
holiday long weekend, i.e. on Saturday 31 May, 
Sunday 1 June and Monday 2 June. We will be 


going firm on the venue in the next couple of 
weeks (we have three options at the moment - South 
Perth is not one of them because, as is well known, 
this venue has become too expensive for us to 
mount a viable exhibition and also, in 1986, one 
of the halls had been pre-booked for one night), 
but the lack of clarity in this area should not 


be inhibiting anyone who wants to show off their 


model railway at our Exhibition. 

Where are all those wonderful layouts that 
our members (and indeed any model railway enthus- 
iasts) have been building over the summer months 
or have built over the past year or so and which 
have not yet been seen by the public at large” 
I know of a few, but there must be a lot I don't 
know about. Let me know of any you know. The 
exhibits need not be all operational nor fully 
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"scenicked', For instance, a loco and a rake 
of wagons in a static but well finished scenic 
section can be quite a talking point (remember 
Barry Pearce's lime works at last year's show!), 
and a gap in the hall can be filled with a finished 
modular section (from a large and possibly incom- 
plete layout) with some temporary 'off stage' 
connecting trackwork. 

Also, I'd like to meet some people who would 
be prepared to demonstrate their modelling skills 
at some time during the Exhibition. There can 
be a lot of choice in this - you can do it 'full 
time' throughout the Exhibition, you can do it 
‘part time' during the Exhibition or you can do 
it on one day only. You can do it how, when 
and where you like! Just let me know that you 
want to do it! 

The management of the Exhibition will be 
on similar lines to the last couple of Exhi- 
bitions - I intend to delegate out slices of the 
action to those members who are good at doing 
something associated with the preparation for 
the Exhibition. It can be in publicity, in visual 
design, in planning, in promotion through the 
toy shops, etc. I have some people in mind for 
some of these tasks (where you'll, by and large, 
be 'your own boss'), but, if you feel that you've 
been overlooked, then let me know, we'll have 
a talk and find you a job! 

Later on, I'll be seeking out the FULL support 
of ALL our members to assist with the actual run- 
ning of the Exhibition on the set-up day (Friday 
30 May) and on the three days of the show. 

Remember -— AMRA (WA) is the 'senior' model 
railway organisation in WA and it is our respon- 
sibility to present the hobby to the public in 
a professional way. We can only do this with 
the full backing of our members in exhibiting 
and helping before and during the Exhibition. 

Alan Porter 
Exhibition Manager 
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NEW MEMBERS 


We warmly welcome the following new members 
of AMRA to the Branch, and we trust that their 
membership will be both long and fruitful: 

Russell Dunn ~ Tom Price 

Colin Gildersleeve - Westfield 

We have no ‘pen profiles! of those members 
who have joined AMRA since last June due to our 
Branch Detective having been fully involved in 
work commitments. He would welcome any ‘write 
ups' that any of these people might care to write 
about themselves - they will know who they are; 
they were listed in the last issue of The Branch- 
line. 


PS The ‘Branch Detective’ is Ron Fryer. 


HHERE KEEEE HHKEE HEHE 


A_RETURN TO 'SAFE WORKING' AS IT USED TO BE 
A Bt OE LU BE 


On a recent trip to Northam on 'The Pros- 
pector' - very nice too - I Spent some time between 
trains with traffic control. Being an old guard, 
I was welcomed and the Controller explained the 
new (or old?) system being used to control traffic 
in the Northam area, namely staff ticket. 

In the interests of economic engine working, 
they do not have crossing trains. For example, 
all trains to Wyalkatchem would move through each 
staff section on a ticket - five trains to Wylie, 
four on a ticket in the first staff section. and 
the fifth one taking the staff. 

Yes, that's right! All electric staffs 
have been withdrawn and so all five trains termin- 
ate at Wyalkatchem without meeting any going the 
other way. They would then turn around and work 
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back to Northam. 

The Controller did say that this system some- 
times causes problems at the staff stations with 
SO many trains banking up. He also said that 
they did use the train order system at times to 
help out. 

Working the light volume of traffic we had 
on the Wyalkatchem to Mukinbudin line with the 
staff and ticket system was one thing, but to 
think of the heavy volume of traffic up and down 
the main standard gauge line using the old raffle 
book system is quite something else again! 

George Bristow 


HHH eH HHS HHH 
PROGRAM 
APRIL 
7 Mon Examination on 'Elementary Railway 


Knowledge' for the Degree of Railway 
Studies 
We hope you have been studying ALL the mater- 

ial in the Clubrooms and the Library because you've 
got to sit the examination this night (it's really 
a light-hearted quiz which we think you will like). 
All the questions will be based on information 
available to all who come to the Clubrooms regu- 
larly. 


12 Sat Possible visit to the ARHS Museum at 
Bassendean, followed by an evening BBQ 

We hope to be able to arrange for a Family 
Outing to the ARHS Museum to look at the locos, 
the coaches, the lot. After that we hope we 
can have a BBQ on the Museum BBQ plate (an old 
loco smokebox door), but if we can't, we'll go 
to a riverside park. More details in the next 
issue. 


16 Wed Club Projects Evening 

We want members to turn up in strength to 
further advance the construction of the new N 
scale layout. See Simon Mead, our Layout Manager, 
for details of the various segments of this project 
which have to be done and see if there is one 
for which you are the undisputed expert. it 
not, you can always be a helper to one of our 
experts and you may learn something which might 
help you with your own layout construction, 


21 Mon 'The Titfield Thunderbolt' 

Another Family Occasion - a showing of the 
British comedy film ‘The Titfield Thunderbolt' 
which, although dealing with trains (ugh!), has 
a lot of other good things in it. 


26 Sat General Club Activities 

At these meetings, the Library will be avail- 
able for use by members and the O00 layout may 
be available for members to run their stock (but 
check the Layout Notes). There will be other 
members and fellow modellers to talk to. 


30 Wed Timetable operation on the Haltwhistle- 
on-Tyne layout 

drivers, Signalmen, shunters’ and 
controllers are always welcome for any attempt 
at timetable running with our speeded-up clock. 


Join in or just watch - it's always great fun. 
MAY 


5 Mon ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING | 
Early notice of that occasion of the year 

when you can have your say about how poorly your 
Committee has managed the Branch's affair since 
May 1985. If you think they weren't much good, 
you can vote in some new people - there's a form 
for nominating members for the various offices 


on the Committee. Nominations close on Saturday 
22 March. 


Budding 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 


The Annual General Meeting of the WA Branch 
of the AMRA will be held at the Clubrooms at Mel- 
tham Station, commencing at 8 pm on Monday 5 May 
1986. 


KKEKE HREEE 


LIBRARY NOTES 


Nothing formal this time, but merely mention 
that we have acquired a collection of back issues 
of the AMRA Journal and the ARHS Bulletin from 
Mrs Ruther Boydell in Esperance. In both cases, 
these go back into the 60s and will be a useful 
addition to our present stock of these publica- 
tions. Cataloguing and marking has to be done 
before they will be available for members' use. 

Qur gratitude goes out to Mrs Boydell. 

Hirus Manuscriptus 


KEKE 
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THAT OTHER PRESENTATION 


During the meeting on Monday 6 January, amid 
great rustlings from two Supa Value shopping bags, 
Gus Durham announced that El Presidente had recent- 
ly received a piece of paper declaring that he 
was now a ‘dinki di’. However, it was felt that 
a more formal presentation needed to be made to 
fully welcome him to the fold, despite his continu- 
ed allegiance to things in Brunswick Green! 

Amid much laughter and handclapping, Ted 
was presented with the following: 

A jar of brown, creamy stuff (Vegemite) 

To be spread on skin to give that distinctive 
Aussie colour, and at the same time, deter insects. 
‘ Four pieces of stick (unsharpened pencils) 

For rubbing together to make a fire. 

: Several sheets of printed paper (booklet on 
the first WA Government railway) 

Useful for keeping sun off head, or for keep- 
ing fire going. 

; Two rubbery objects (thongs) 


KEKEKK HERE 


Insect killers; in an emergency, can _ be 
used as footwear. 
Ted says he's tried spreading the Vegemite 


on the thongs with the round wooden sticks, but 
even so, the thongs are a bit tasteless, so they've 
been wrapped in the paper and are now acting as 
a fly trap in the garden. 

Who says railway modelling wasn't fun - you 
don't have to be mad to enjoy it, but it helps! 
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HANDY HINT 


Some etched brass kits do not have a 'picture’ 
of the frets included with the instructions and 
after you have started to dismantle them, you 
might not be able to recognise the parts remaining 
on the fret. 

Don't worry - take the frets to your local 
photocopying emporium and take a_ photocopy of 
each fret. On the photocopy, mark in the part 
numbers or descriptions. Never again will you 
get to the end of a kit and find that you cannot 
identify that small item that remains to be used. 
Be careful to not let the fret scratch the surface 
of the glass plate of the photocopier - lay the 
fret on a sheet of clear plastic. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


BRIDGES FOR MODELLERS 


by L V Wood 


Oxford Publishing Company 


ISBN 0 86093 226 5 144 pp £12.95 
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| Sub-titled 'An Illustrated Record of Railway 
Bridges', this book is divided into sections cover- 


ing an introduction to bridges, underbridges, 
Ooverbridges, foot bridges, culverts, tunnels and 
Others, 


A mainly pictorial work with captions, there 
is considerable information given on the construc- 
tional requirements of the prototype, with draw- 
ings, etc, to illustrate the point, Construction 
materials are discussed. Bridges of almost every 
conceivable type are illustrated. A lot of the 
photographs contain a mass of lineside detail. 

Appeared at first sight to be a bit pricey, 
but this is a 'text book! and well worth the money. 


HHEHKH KKHKE 


GREAT WESTERN DIESEL RAILCARS 
by J H Russell 


Wild Swan Publications Ltd 
ISBN 0 906867 30 4 148 pp £12.95 


The story of the GWR Diesel Railcars, or 
as they were affectionately known, 'the flying 
bananas’. 

A well written book covering the story of 
their original inception through to the last of 
the series (No 38). Each chapter deals with 
a particular group of the railcars and includes 
original drawings, photographs and magazine article 
reprints - there are lots of later photographs 
as well. There are many photographs showing 
interior detail, etc. Another of Jim Russell's 
"text books’. 

Since the publication of the book, a consider- 
able amount of additional information has 'come 
out of the woodwork’ and has been published in 
a supplement - this will be reviewed as soon as 
the copy arrives. 


HHH HEEKH HHH KHEKEK 


HAVE YOU SEEN? 


Trains Illustrated 


No 56; Trains and Trouble (various mis- 
haps). Lynton and Barnstaple Railway. Little 
things Great Western (various small artifacts). 
Electric locos of the London 'Tubes'. Auto-trains 


(details of equipment). Train watching north 
of Preston on the West Coast Main Line. Decau- 
ville's Patent Portable Railway (the ultimate 
full sized train set!!!!!), 
HHH HHHHH 
Railway Magazine 
September: Golden Jubilee of the A&4s. 


Centennial double headed steam tour in NZ from 
Auckland to Wellington and back in April 1985. 
Recommissioning of ex GWR Royal Saloon 9001. Gas 
turbine locomotives on BR. Analysis of ScotRail 
expresses Glasgow Dundee and Edinburgh - Glasgow. 
Ten pages of photographs, including two on Chinese 
steam. 
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Locomotives Illustrated 


No 43; LMS Beyer-Garratts and 7F O0-8-Os, 
Three pages of text, 57 photographs (some in color) 
and all thedetails of numbering, building dates 
and withdrawal dates. 


No 44: The Drummond 4-4-Os (Classes C8, 
a9, 310; L171, S11, 112 and D15) and Double Singles 
(Classes T7 and E10) - similar format to No Ad, 
All the information you need to build some of 
Drummond's less successful classes and also one 
of his more successful classes, the T9, 
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Scale Model Trains 


September: Loco Focus on the 27xx and 57xx 
Pannier tanks. Container handling equipment. 
'Crichel Down', a minimum space 4 mm _ layout. 


Starting in model railways - Supporting and joining 
baseboards and choosing track. Customise your 
Kleinlok (Roco Kof III). Railway road vehicles - 
available models and some conversions. Reefers 
and tank cars. Diagram AA7 GWR brake van from 
the Webster AA3 kit. Converting and detailing 
the Hornby 27xx and the Mainline 57xx panniers. 
Garden railways cheap scenic effects using 'The 
Tomato Box Syndrome’. 


October: Old time coaching stock from 
the Hornby 'Rocket' coaches. Building a London 
tramway Searchlight Car (WW 1) from a Bec kit. 
Modern BR open wagons. Starting in model rail- 


ways - track laying and ballasting. Converting 
and detailing the O gauge Atlas/Roco Plymouth 
switcher. Making true scale track using the 


Scalefour cosmetic and functional chairs. More 
on the layout in a garden shed - laying and wiring 
the track, including cab control. Converting 
and detailing the Atlas and the Pemco SD35s and 
the Bachmann GP40 to correct SP livery. 


HHH HHH 

Railway Modeller 
December: Detailing proprietary 4 mm 
locos. O gauge wagons from proprietary sources. 


Modern freight stock - the VTG hooded coil wagons. 
A scratchbuilt Barclay Class O06 diesel. Beccles 
(Suffolk) station. Prototype information, drawing 
and photograph of the Rhymney Railway class R 
O-6-2T. A computer program for a scale clock. 
BR seasonal parcels traffic. "Little Burton' - 
a nice EM layout of an urban termins in Derbyshire. 
"Mildown' - including how to build an overall 
root. 


interlocking. 
Mak— 


January: Simple electrical 
Drawings and model of Totton station, LSWR. 


ing a 'Star' from a Hornby ‘'Hall' and an Airfix 
‘Castle’. A wiring system that grows with your 
layout. Prototype information, sketches, etc, 
of BR Class 81 electric locos. Scratchbuilding 


LSWR Class E10 No 373 
tower and platelayers hut. 
and prototype information on Hunslett 
O-6-OST locos. Out-of-gauge loads. Converting 
the Farish N gauge 4P to a 2P. Trish narrow 
gauge - 4-4-OT of the Schull and Skibbereen Rail- 


in 4 mm. Simple water 
Photographs, drawings 
"Austerity' 


way. Modelling Didcot preservation centre. 
Close coupling of hook and bar couplings. 'Melyn 
Valley Railway’ - excellent 009 modelling. 
HAI Hie 
Railway World 
September: March (Cambs) - the changes 
1960-1985. North Yorkshire Moors Railway. North 


Woolwich Old Station museum. The ‘Silver Jubilee' 
express of the LNER. SAR repart showing steam to 
be economical than diesel. The Class 46s. 


HHH HRKEK 
Practical Model Railways 
November: (Omitted from last issue) 
How to make a ‘Hunt' from a 'Shire'. 
December: BR carriages in N gague. Wagons 


from North Somerset. Review of Proscale and 
K's kits of the LNER P2 2-8-2 locos. Making 
an LNER B2 from a Jamieson Bl kit. Levitating 
a loco. Modelling the BR Class 86 electric locos. 
Ideas for a suburban line in 4 mm. 
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Your Model Railway 


December: Building a girder bridge using 
card and load testing it. Review of the ex-—Cots- 
wold/now Nucast kit of the Highland Railway 4-4-0 
'Small Ben' class. Storing a portable layout. 
N gauge brake vans - variations on a commercially 
available van. Introducing radio control. Vill- 
age water pumps. Pendon museum - history and 
some beautiful photos, three in colour. Scratch- 
building flat-bottom track. Drawings, photographs 
and prototype information on the Somerset and 
Dorset Joint Railway 46' composite coach. Bevet - 
a minimum space layout by Dave Lowery - good de- 


tails on folding legs, lighting, sector plate, 
manual point operation. 

January: Constructing a live steam O 
gauge compound leco. Practical wiring - details 
of wire sizes, ratings, resistances, etc. Project 
N gauge - first part of a series (featured in 
the latest video from Chess Valley Films). Pendon 


Museum - Part 2 - more wonderful photos, including 
cottage interiors! Eastern Region signal boxes. 
South Cambs Light Railway (16 mm/1 foot). Review 
of ‘Southern Belle’ computer game for the Victoria 
to Brighton run. Point making with flat-bottom 


Tail. 'Taunton North' - a very nice EM gauge 
layout. More on '‘'Bevet' - vegetation and trees, 
people, scenic detail. Report of O Gauge Guild's 


AGM and Convention with details of the range of 
equipment now available. 


sabe eH HHH 
British Railway Journal 
No 8 Summer 1985: Standard buildings 


in the GWR system designed by William Clarke - 
drawings, photographs and detailed text. The 
LMS O-6-OT ‘Jinties' - a mass of information. 
Watford Tunnel North End in 1866 - an historical 
look with official reports and anecdotes. The 
Turnberry Road - a detailed look at the Ayr coast 
line of the G&SWR to Turnberry. 


Model Railway Journal 


No 3 Autumn 1985; 'Tafalog' - a 7 mm fine 
scale layout based on Cambrian Railways practice 
(making iron railing fences, signal operation 


using cheap 4.5 V motors). 


Designing a chassis 
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AMRA Journal 
renner 


for an O-4-4T - several alternative methods are 
looked at and described (the O-4-4 and the 4-4-0 
are arguably the most difficult chassis types 
to get to run well: this article will be of 
considerable help). Three related articles on 
painting and lining (tackling an ornate livery 
in 4 mm scale, lining using a surgical knife, 
review of the ‘Letrajet' (a new air-brush-type 
tool designed to draw colour supply from fine- 
point felt-tip pens in the Pantone Marker range). 
Prototype information on the Class 04 diesel shun- 
ter as well as drawings, photographs, tabulation 
of variations and the Vulcan 4 mm kit.  GWR 'Toad' 
brake van variation from the Webster O gauge kit 
(many of these appear possible with the 4 mm kit 
as well). 
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Model Railway Constructor 


October: First in a series on correct 
"perspective’. Information and drawings of the 
Class 76 and the prototype Class 89 BR electric 
locos. Scratchbuilding a GWR- bullion van. 
Theale (GWR) - a prototype track plan with model- 


ling potential. Data file on the Barnum and 
Bailey Advance Car No 1. Centricast - a new 
casting and moulding machine reviewed. 

HHH HEKKK 
ANSWERS TO THE 'AUSSIE TRAIN TEASERS' 
l WAGR 'ADE' Governor Class No 446, ‘Governor 


Stirling’ entered service in November 1937, 


,. NSWGR No 3616, a 4-6-O locomotive now pre- 
served at the NSW Rail Transport Museum. 


6 Our own 'Trans Australian’, operating between 
Kalgoorlie and Port Pirie. 


4 NSWGR AD60 Class 4-8-4 + 4-8-4 Garratts. 


5 12 April. 1962. It had opened for freight 
traffic on 2 January 1962. 


6 24 March 1948. It was replaced with the 
through 'Trans Australian’ on 15 June 1969, 


7 Perth Terminal, 2500 feet. Next is Melbourne 
Flinders Street, 2325 feet. Then Port Pirie, 
2300 feet. I'll leave it to you to convert these 
figures to metrics if that is what you understand. 


ANR CGP-3 Brake van - Lima 8300 class modified by Bruce Norton. 


Photo by J Parker 
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as President. 
view as to the participation (or non-participation) 
of members in Branch activities and aim to bring 
as many members as possible back to the Clubrooms - 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Greetings to all AMRA members. 

The new year has started and we now have 
a new committee of management in the NSW Branch, 
Of the elected office bearers, only John Skilton 
has retained his previous job, as Treasurer, and 
David Bennett has become Secretary in lieu of 
Vice President. Keith Aldous, Ed Hogan and Neil 
Sorensen have joined the committee for the first 
time - Neil as Vice President. Graham Larmour 
was especially appointed to the committee by a 
vote of the Annual General Meeting as Exhibition 
Chairman. 

I believe the new Committee will be a strong 
one and that many new ideas will be forthcoming, 
both for the continuing improvement of the Club- 
rooms and for the Branch program. We have already 
arranged for another visit to John Green's live 
steam miniature railway at Yarramundi - details 
will be found elsewhere in this issue of Smoke 
Signals. We hope to also arrange other visits 
of railway interest. 

I congratulate Bruce Norton and the retiring 
committee on their achievements in the past year - 
you will find Bruce's Annual Report, as presented 
to the Annual General Meeting also reproduced 
in this issue of Smoke Signals. 

As we now have available VCRs (Beta and VHS) 
and a television set, members who would like to 
show their video tapes of railway interest are 
invited to advise the Committee of Management 
so that they may be included in future programs. 
A program of video tapes, provided by members 
and of railway interest will be seen on Friday 
evening, 19 April, while on Friday 11 July, Eric 
Laurie will provide a program on the topic of 
Swiss Railways. 

On Friday 9 May, members are invited to bring 
along their slides. The topic for the evening 
will be Steam Preservation. 

It is the intention of the Committee that 
construction of the new fixed Club layouts, both 
HO and N scale, will begin as soon as possible. 

Your suggestions for improving the Clubrooms 
or the program will be given careful consideration 
by the Committee. Remember, it is only with 
your support that the Committee of Management 
can achieve its aims. 


Finally, I would thank those members of AMRA 
who attended the Branch Annual General Meeting 
on | February for their vote of confidence in 
electing me President for 1986. I shall do my 
best to justify the trust you have placed in me. 

With best wishes and the sincere hope that 
you will indeed have fun with your model railways. 

Bob Wardrop 


KKERE KEKE KKKEK 


HHH 
FROM THE EDITOR 


Well, the AGM is behind us now and there 
were quite a few changes. Having been present 
at the first post-AGM Committee meeting, I can 
quite honestly say that things are really about 
to happen in our neck of the woods. I would 
like to say a special welcome back to Bob Wardrop 


Both he and myself share the same 


the emphasis being on fun and enjoyment for all. 

I am sure that under this kind of leadership, 
the NSW Branch is looking to a very bright future 
indeed. 

The latest on the new, 
is as follows: 

The specific areas allocated for these layouts 
are the annex for a HO scale layout and the area 
under the mezzanine for an N scale hayout. ee 
has been agreed that the existing portion of the 
wall layout along the northern wall is to be re- 
tained and incorporated into the new HO layout. 
The remainder of the wall layout (i.e. under the 
Stairs) is to be removed to accommodate the new 
N scale layout. 

Preliminary sketches of the N scale layout 
reveal a walk-around, horseshoe-shaped layout 
with two return loops for continuous running and 
plenty of room for shunting operations. This 
design, even though still in the planning stages, 
is really superb and, when built, will surely 
increase the interest in N scale in the Branch. 

The HO layout proposal at present is one 
consisting of two return loops, one adjacent to 
the doorway of the annex, the other along the 
far wall, with a branch extending along the south- 
ern wall parallel to the existing wall layout. 
It is envisaged that this layout will be tiered, 
that is, will contain several levels to provide 
as much running and operating space as possible. 

Philip Morgan 


permanent Club layouts 
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RETIRING PRESIDENT'S REPORT 


I would like to recap on the past year's 
activities to highlight both the memorable and 
not so memorable events and, at the same time, 
acknowledge recognition of members’ responsible 
for such activities. 

The draw bar competition in March once again 
proved of interest, even though many have probably 
given up trying to topple Vic Hogan's locos for 
best performances. Bert Hetherington's O gauge 
locos also remain unchallenged in this competition. 

One of the best Club outings in a long time 
was held in March when we visited John Green's 
miniature railway. I am sure that all who attend- 
ed thoroughly enjoyed the day's outing. 


The chance for members to put forward their 
proposals for Branch layouts was provided in April 
when we held the first open discussion on this 
subject. I am pleased to advise that the Commit- 
tee has finally resolved the question of space 
allocation for any new layouts and this is illus- 
trated on the plan displayed on the notice board. 
With the space allocated, the new Committee should 
be in a position to re-evaluate the suggestions 
put forward in the questionnaire on new layouts 
which was circulated over two years ago! I urge 
members to resubmit plans for a HO gauge layout, 
but remember to be realistic when planning and 
be prepared to be a constructor not just a dreamer! 
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Our quarterly auction held in April proved 
popular as do most of the auctions and for conduct- 
ing the auctions we must thank Phil Kelly. New 
to the auctions was the introduction of computers 
to the tally work which has proved extremely suc- 
cessful in streamlining the accounts processing. 
Thanks for the program development and provision 
of equipment goes to Keith Cooper and Dave Bennett. 

April also saw the introduction of the showing 
of the National Model Railroad Association tape- 
slide clinics provided by the Australasian Region 
of the NMRA, Sure the quality has been variable, 
but amongst the variety of subjects covered I 
am sure we have all learnt something, despite 
occasionally upside down slides and non-synchron- 
ised audio. Thanks go to Bob Wardrop for provid- 
ing the projector and to Dave Bennett and John 
Skilton for the cassette players. 

Starting with the May modelling competition, 
I sought to provide more interest in modelling 
with the introduction of a model display on a 
particular subject. To say the least, partici- 
pation in the competition and display has been 
dismal; on many occasions there not being suffic- 
ient models to even have an open non-category 
competition! The method of judging has drastic- 
ally changed since last year's competition in 
an endeavour to encourage those that cried out 
that previous judging has been too severe and 
critical. The system evolved where I have been 
asking members not competing in the competition 
to be judges and would you believe it, some members 
are not even prepared to be judges! 

The 16 mm films seen during the year have 
been provided courtesy of the National Film Library 
in Canberra, and for those not aware of the 
arrangements, the cost of borrowing these films 
is limited to the return freight charges which, 
thanks to the SRA, are minimal. We are not far 
from the situation of having seen the Library's 
complete collection of railway films. No doubt 
the new Committee would be pleased to hear from 
members with suggestions on low cost sources for 
‘new' material. We must thank our projectionists 
Dave Bennett and Glenn Killham. During the year 
we also trialled members' video equipment for 
a video film evening which proved satisfactory, 
despite technical difficulties (such as lack of 
colour!) for part of the program. Once set up, 
the video system is so much more convenient than 


16 mm vilm or tape-slide presentations. I am 
pleased to announce that the Branch is now the 
owner of a TV and Beta and VHS format VCRs. I am 


sure this facility will find increased use for 
entertainment and education within AMRA, 

In May we were treated to an interesting 
talk and slide presentation by Ray Love on the 
subject of Safe Working Practices of the SRA. 
We were also pleased to have Ray present in Septem- 
ber an evening on the subject of Branchlines in 
the North and West of NSW. We have timetabled 
Ray for a presentation on the subject of Southern 
NSW Branchlines later this month, so don't miss it. 


Undoubtedly the highlight for June was the 
extremely successful Branch Clubrooms' open day 
which, despite only being advertised in hobby 
shops, drew well over 100 visitors during the 
afternoon. 

A disappointing event during June was the 
so-called ‘car rally' which saw only two cars 
being entered. Maybe the mention of 'car rally' 
scared many off, but it certainly wasn't a time 
trial. Preparation for this event involved two 
Sundays of reconnaissance and a couple of nights' 
paper work! At least the two car loads of members 
enjoyed themselves for the four hours. 

The sausage sizzle evening held in July proved 
to be a great evening enjoyed by all. We must 
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thank June Larmour, Val Hogan and Ladies Auxiliary 
for the organising of the catering. 

A modelling clinic held during August on 
the subject of Spray Painting was arranged by 
Phil Morgan and was well received. 

Also in August was Convention '85 organised 
by James McInerney which once again proved to 
be a great success with up to 120 people attending 
during the day. In fact the success of the Con- 
vention has prompted James to look for a larger 
venue as it really was a bit of a squeeze. 

October saw the staging of another highly 
successful Exhibition at the Liverpool E G Whitlam 
Recreation Centre. For the wonderful organisation 
we must thank Graham and June Larmour and to those 
members that helped before, during and after the 
Exhibition, thank you. 

Our first Christmas party for many years 
featured outside catering, drinks on the house, 
Father Christmas and a full length movie, all 
of which made well for a very enjoyable late 
evening. 

Another change in the program was the holding 
of meetings over the Christmas holiday period 
which, despite suggestions of reduced attendances, 
proved successful with several interstate visitors 
having the opportunity to drop in. 

For those unaware of the Clubroom improvements 
during the year, I would point out that we now 
have gas reticulation to the two main rooms and 
plug-in gas heaters. The kitchen has been improv- 
ed with the addition of ceiling fans and a new 
stove. Security of the Clubrooms has been up- 
graded with the provision of security grills. 
The parking area is finally concreted! 

Thanks to the effort by Dave Bennett to bind 
our collection of magazines and the many generous 
donations of books by members, our library con- 
tinues to expand to the point where we require 
an area set aside specifically for library type 
activities. 

I take this opportunity to thank members 
of the Committee and other members who have helped 
make this year successful. 

I will not be standing for re-election. 

Bruce Norton 


KKEEK KEEKE KKREK HEKEK 


HAWKESBURY REPORT 


This will be the last report I submit as 
Hawkesbury supervisor as Keith Aldous has taken 
over the job. At present, there is some conten- 
tion as to whether the layout should be set up 
in view of the new layouts being built; the main 
argument being that there is now not enough room. 
Also doubtful is whether the layout is to be dis- 
played at the October Exhibition. Hopefully, 
these matters should be decided by the time these 
notes are being read. 

In signing off, let me say that I have loved 
my brief stint as layout supervisor. Maybe, 
like a former and well-known Australian Prime 
Minister (who mat a similar fate!), I tried to 
initiate too many changes too quickly! As that 
PM said upon his dismissal: | 

"Well may we say ‘God Save the Queen....'" 

Philip Morgan 


HEHHH HKEKEE HHH HHH 


OUR 30TH ANNIVERSARY!!! 


In case you didn't realise, the NSW Branch 
is celebrating its 30th anniversary in 1986, and 
we intend to celebrate it in a big way! The 
Committee is seeking your ideas about the follow- 
ing: at present, a dinner party is being con- 
sidered (this will be fully catered, in other 
words, we won't have to do any work!). What 


needs to be decided is whether to hold the party 
in the Clubrooms, in which case the numbers would 
be restricted to about 50-60 people, or to go 
to somewhere like a Club and book a large room 
(for, say, about 100-150 people). Would members 
be prepared to pay extra for booking such a room 
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NOTES ON PROGRAM 


Friday 19 April, Friday 11 July - Video Night 


A new feature of the program for 1986 will 
be the inclusion of video nights. Members are 


invited to bring along their videos of railway 
interest (whether VHS or Beta formats) to these 
evenings. But, please, don't turn up armed with 
half a dozen three-hour tapes! As a guide, mem- 


| (roughly $12 each person, compared to about $8 per 
person if we were to hold it in the Clubrooms)? 
It really comes down to how many people want to 


| go - we don't want to turn people away for lack bers may bring along not more than 60 minutes 
of space! . in total playing time. 
Could you let the Committee know (or phone Friday 9 May - Slide Night - Steam Preservation 
Bob Wardrop) as soon as possible, please. As ey a ence Stent — steam Preservation 


we are contemplating holding this party in August / Another new item in the program is thematic 


September, we must know fairly soon so that we members' slide nights. Bring along those slides 
| can made the necessary bookings. We must have of steam preservation - from across Australia 
| your replies by the end of April. or from around the world. 

Philip Morgan Sunday 15 June Visit to John Green's Live Steam 
HHH HHH HAH HHH Layout 

PROGRAM It will be a regular feature of our program 
| APRIL from now on that in months containing five week- 
| ————— ends, the fifth weekend will be reserved for visits 
| 19. Fri Video night to sites of railway interest. Sunday 15 June 

a 25. Sat Anzac Day - no meeting nas been set aside for a return visit (by popular 
MAY demand!) to John Green's layout. The address 

ee is 'Mungana', Hawkesbury Road, Yarramundi. Follow 

3 Sat Layout operation Castlereagh Road from Richmond, turn right into 

9 Fri  Members' slide night - Steam Preser- Hawkesbury Road at Agnes Banks, cross the Barra- 

vation mundi (sorry, Yarramundi) Bridge and continue 

17 Sat Draw bar competition to follow Hawkesbury Road through to Yarramundi, 

23. Fri Layout operation about 2 km from the bridge. 

JUNE Saturday 7‘June - Auction 

7 Sat Auction Due to complications created in the past 
13. Fri NMRA tape-slide clinics by late arriving goods, etc, Phil Kelly wishes 
15 Sun Visit to John Green's live steam layout, to advise that all goods must be catalogued by 

Yarramundi 2 pm or they will NOT BE ACCEPTED! The auction 

21 Sat Layout operation will start promptly at 2.30 pm. 

27 Fri Layout operation Saturday 5 July - Open Day 

JULY The annual Open Day will commence at 2 pm. 

: 5 Sat Open Day Members are requested to assist in Clubroom prepar- 

1] Fri Video night ation on the previous Wednesday evening. No 


preparatory work on layouts (e.g. track cleaning, 
testing of equipment, etc) is to be done on the 
Saturday. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 


By the time you read this it will be five 
to six weeks to our Branch's Annual Exhibition. 
Interest has been keen and once again, a good 
quality show should be presented to the public, 
The Branch will be well represented in all scales 


Help from friends and relatives will be greatly 
appreciated also. 

A new feature this year will be the Saturday 
Evening Get Together and BBQ. All members and 
exhibitors are invited to attend and get to know 
each other better. 


in both private and Club exhibits. 

Once again I appeal to those 'special' members 
who support us, especially in this effort even 
though they rarely get to Clubroom meetings, to 
help us again in the various tasks associated 
with the Exhibition. 

This is our one big effort of the year and 
I feel it is quite reasonable to expect members 
to give their full support to the Exhibition. 


Activities at the Clubrooms continue as normal 
with extremely good attendance. The latest news 
from the Queensland Railways is that our occupancy 
of the present rooms will be secure until the 
middle of 1987, and alternative rooms will then 
be provided. This means that many more running 
days can be experienced, so join in and enjoy 
this great hobby. | 

Cec Wall 
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FROM THE SECRETARY 


With 1986 well under way, 
an interesting period ahead. Apart from the 
usual program of planned activities, we will be 
exhibiting at the Grafton Model Railway Exhibition 
in April. Steve Malone has kindly offered his 
small Sn3> layout for this purpose. 

Our 1986 exhibition is approaching. Quite 
a number of applications have been received to 
date, and we have had requests from several new 
exhibitors. At times last year our staffing 
was extended to the utmost; assistance is required 
in adequately covering all areas such as canteen, 
gates, exhibits, etc. I urge all Branch members 
to assist in making the 1986 show a_ success. 
Roster sheets will be distributed before the event. 
To put it bluntly, last year's response was pretty 
dismanl, and was insufficient to make up a workable 
roster. Assistance is required from members 
not engaged directly with private exhibits. 

Jim Christie. 


KHEHHHK 


the Branch has 
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 


Steve Malone, of Queensland Branch, would 
be interested to hear on the condition, etc, of 


an 0-4-2 Perry steam loco 'Klondyke' believed 
presently preserved by a Geelong Preservation 
Group at Queenscliffe, Victoria. Also, what 
is the meaning of the name 'Klondyke'; I see 


it was used by locos in England going by the notes 
in the last WA section in Journal. 
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The Australian Model Railway Association — Q'Id. Branch 


EXHIBITION GROUNDS 
HORTICULTURAL PAVILION 
ALEXANDRIA ST. 


ADMISSION 
Adults 


Children 


SATURDAY 3rd, SUNDAY 4th, MONDAY 5th MAY 1986 
(LABOUR DAY WEEKEND) 


SATURDAY Qam —6pm SUNDAY 10am —- 6pm 
MONDAY 9am — 6pm 


BRANCH TIMETABLE 


Meetings continue as usual at the Clubrooms, 
Ground Floor, South Brisbane Railway Station, 
Grey Street, South Brisbane. The Clubrooms are 
open from 6 pm on Thursdays and from noon on Satur- 
days. 


APRIL 
3 Thur Layout Running 
S Sat Layout maintenance and running 
10 Thur Workshop night - Exhibition preparation 
19° Sat Layout Running 
24 Thur Monthly meeting - Exhibition prepar- 
ation 
MAY 
Thur Exhibition preparation 
2 Fri Exhibition set up at Horticultural 
Pavilion, RNA Grounds 
+ Sat AMRA Model Railway Exhibition 
9 am - 6 pm 
AMRA Exhibition BBQ - 6 pm start 
4 Sun AMRA Exhibition - 10 am - 6 pm 
5 Mon AMRA Exhibition - 9 am - 6 pm 
Exhibition pull down - 6 pm onwards 
8 Thur Post exhibition Clubroom clean up 
ly Sat Layout Running 
22 Thur Monthly meeting - talk on maintenance 


of Lima rolling stock 


HHH KKK HHH HR 
CLUBROOM NEWS 
Firstly, let's correct something said in 
the last 'Clubroom News'. What I should have 


Said in the second paragraph was ‘At our November 
workshop night, Jim Christie presented a well 
prepared talk on kit construction', Sorry Jim! 
Surprisingly the holiday season was a busy 
one at the Clubrooms, especially with the student 
and younger members making the most of the facil- 
ities. Andrew Geddes was one of these members 
who well and truly blew the cobwebs out of his 
Australian National Alco diesel and rolling stock. 
A Christmas party was hastily arranged at 
the suggestion of Laurie Woods, so I believe. 
This was held on 19 December, and a larger gather- 
ing was present. A special thanks to all those 
who brought the delightful party eats. Special 
mention to Mr Woods who scratchbuilt a train cake 
for the occasion with help from his better half, 
Barbara. The model was definitely Broad gauge. 


A good time was had by all. Other activities 
included some speed trials (shock, horror) between 
an HST and a Bullet train with the HST (owner / 
driver Craig Hayes) winning every time. There 
could be a Bullet train for sale at the next auc— 
tion - eh, Paul. 

Country member Ken Edge-Williams was heard 
to say ‘Christmas is all rigged - it's all HO 
HO HO - nothing about S or Sn33 at all'. Ken 
is always full of surprises - a Snap pre-Christmas 
Sale of some of Ken's surplus railway modelling 
stuff certainly brightened up one Saturday after- 
noon, One never knew what was going to come 
out of his box next, The Branch obtained 12 
lima passenger cars from the collection; these 
were seen on a test run within 30 seconds after 
purchase, Two English lima 2-6-2 tank locos 
which did get sold were converted to a 2-6-2 4 
2-6-2 Beyer Garrat by Ken by the next meeting. 
This model proving to be quite an interesting 
one with heaps of pull from the coupler. 

Christmas is a time for giving and receiving, 
and many members were busy in January testing 
out their latest Christmas presents. 

Also on the receiving end was David Sharp 


ae 
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who was given a daughter in mid December by his 
better half. Glen Wright and family were also 
blessed with a son, arriving on Christmas Day. 

Congratulations to everyone. 

During the holiday season there were many 
visitors from far and wide at the Clubrooms. 
It was good to see them all and show them around. 
Many came from New South Wales and Victoria, while 
just as far away came some of our Queensland coun- 
try members. Warrick Powell from Cairns, North 
Queensland, was one of these distant country mem- 
bers who dropped in; Warrick models HOn3. 

Bert Batch has been hard at it scratchbuilding 
in brass the Old Time V & T steam locos. His 
first, a 4-6-0, was completed in time for Christmas 
and now he's busy on some 2-6-Os. Good luck 
Bert! 

Roger Kershaw - well known for his fine NSW 
HO modelling (seen in various AMRMs) has moved 
back to Queensland after being away for something 
like 10 years. It's really good to see him back 
and his fine, well detailed modelling is a joy 
and encouragement to all when seen in operation 
on the Club tracks. 

John Hill has also been busy doing some fine 
NSW HO models of 50 and 59 class locos converted 
from Joeff models. John does most of his model- 
ling at the Clubrooms and this allows everyone 
interested to watch a Model Railroad Craftsman 
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at work and may be learn something as well, 

Jim Christie has been busy lately with some 
very nice Sn33 QR goods wagons scratchbuilt in 
styrene, Very good work Jim. I believe some 
wagons were built up from some NSW HO wagons! 

Steve Suggit doesn't waste time either; 
with a Sn33 QR Bo-Bo-Bo loco under construction, 
now there is rumours of a South African 2-10-4 
model in the pipeline. 

Going by the list in the back of the last 
Journal, Queensland Branch now has 101 members - 
never thought we'd make it. 

At the Monthly meeting in January, Laurie 
Woods spoke and demonstrated on how to improve 
the running qualities of Ready-to-Run rolling 
stock. A general coverage of maintenance and 
care was explained - thanks Laurie. 


At the time of writing, we had not decided 
whether or not to put in the Branch's Exhibition 
(HO and HOn33) layout; this is dependent on how 
the Pavilion is filling up. If we do, April 
will be a busy time, dusting off the layout and 
doing repairs on the scenery and. structures. 
Since the rebuilding of the 'front' section, we 
have only displayed it once, and that was with 
Sn33, so this time, if it goes in, will be a chance 
for other 16.5 mm track modellers to display their 


models. a 
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| Branch Secretary — John Harry, 68. ‘Lahona Avenue, 
EAST BENTLEIGH 3165 


PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


By the time you read these notes, the Victor- 
ian Branch of the AMRA will have conducted the 
1986 Model Railway Exhibition at Camberwell. 
Just how successful we are this year will depend 
on a number of factors. Besides our indecisive 
weather this summer (one plus in our favour), 
is the decision by the Premier, Mr Cain, to extend 
Daylight Saving up to the third week - end of 
March. This should encourage people to. stay 
out that little bit later in the evenings and 
hopefully spend some of that time at the Exhi- 
bition. 

Last year at this time my predecessor, Jack 
Treseder, made mention of nominations in Journal 
for the Committee of Management. These nomin- 
ations close at the May General meeting, and are 
for the election of a Committee for the next 12 
months. This time it's my turn to ask you to 
consider the matter. Here iS an opportunity 
for you to nominate, or be nominated for election 
to the COM. The present COM feel they are doing 
a reasonable job; however, the fact that they 
have been re-elected unopposed year after year 
is, to put it mildly, a little disturbing. A age 
a good opportunity to learn a bit about management 
and the responsibilities that go with it. So 
you younger members with time on your hands, give 
it some thought and let's see -a real election 
this year. 

While on the subject of involvement, it is 
disappointing to see so few people entering models 


in the competitions. With so many good quality 
kits available today, reasonably priced, there 
really isn't any excuse for not entering in the 
competitions, even if you only confine yourself 
to the Australian produced kit category. If 
you don't model Australian, we wont hold it against 
you, even if it happens to be GWR or, shock 
horror, LMS. Give it a go, it's an excellent 
way to improve your modelling skills. 

Without going into too much detail, indica- 
tions are that there is to be another group produc- 
ing brass models in Victoria. Their first model 
is to be the V/Line N class diesel-electric. 


The work will be carried out by a well known Korean 


manufacturer. Keep your eyes open for more de- 
tails in the near future. 

A little on the prototype to close off this 
message. With the return home of the Australian 
National GM class locos, some V/Line locos have 
been placed back on standard gauge. They are 
5301 and X41; these particular locos will remain 
on standard gauge until the arrival of the G class 
and possibly remain there after all the G class 
have been delivered. The large sighs emanating 
from V/Line head office in the past few weeks 
indicate that the N class locos have had their 
bans lifted and are now being progressively placed 
into regular service. These locos will supplement 
the A class and will release the B and S class 
to more mundane duties pending a decision on their 
future. 

Geoff Brown 
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PROGRAM 
APRIL 


6 Sun Operating Day - UK rolling stock 
1,30 pm 7 
10 Thur General Meeting - Clinic night - 
demonstrations on how to do it 
‘Model - Australian Produced Kit 
Photo — Model Passenger Train - 
loco and four vehicles minimum consist 


20 Sun Mini Convention - at the Clubrooms 

27 = Sun Running Day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
MAY 

4 Sun Operating Day - Australian rolling 


stock - 1.30 pm 
8 Thur General Meeting - ARHS Film Show 
Model - Australian Produced Kit 
Photo — Prototype Goods Shed 
Running Day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 


1 Sun Operating Day - US rolling stock 
1.30 pm 
12 Thur Annual General Meeting - Election of 
Committee of Management 
Model - Your choice of bogie open wagon 
Photo - Model Goods Shed 


15 Sun Working bee - Clubrooms - 10 am 
21 Sat Layout visits - Meet at Clubrooms 
at l pm 
29 =Sun Running Day - your equipment - 1.30 pm 
Hibs HHH Hee HHH 


GENERAL NEWS 


Second Thursday in January - no official 
meeting, but the enthusiasts gathered to swap 
news and run a few trains. 

February meeting brought us an interesting 
visitor in the shape of the Assistant Superinten- 
dent of Locomotive Running for V/Line, Gerald 
Dee. He entertained us with reminiscences of 
driving locomotives, both steam and diesel, some 
history and organisational details and showed 
us slides of great interest; some taken from 
vantage points not available to the majority of 
us. What about one of a road shot through the 
Spectacle plate from the footplate of a steamer? 


COMPETITION RESULTS 


Photographic Competition - Prototype water tower 
Print - John Harry 90 points 
Slide - John Harry 90 points 


Modelling Competition - Victorian M wagon kit 
David Morrison - points not announced, but the 
judges said the standard was very high 
(did he get 100?) 


Club Layout 
You won't recognise it when you next see 
it! There has been some intensive work going 


on over the last weeks. Baker Junction has dis- 
appeared (temporarily), the last duckunder has 
gone, the site for St John has risen from the 
deep, Armstrong has been relocated and the new 
continuous run and reversing loop installed and 
tested, Much has been done, but much more re- 
mains, so help is still needed. 


ModRail Layout 


While the demolishers and reorganisers have 
been hard at it in the main layout room, another 
devoted band has been busy on refurbishing the 
Modrail Exhibition layout, and you will be able 
to view the work on Open Day or at Camberwell 
during the March Exhibition, 

Welcome back to Carol and Peter Jenkinson 
who have returned from an extended Stay on the 
other side of the world. 


If you walk around with your nose in the 
air, you may not have noticed that the hall has 
been refinished (courtesy Jack Treseder). The 
meeting passed a vote of thanks to Jack. 


HEH HHHHH HHH HHKKH 
LIBRARY NOTES 


Hamersley Iron Pty Ltd have just put out 
an updated version of their little book Hammersley 
fron Railways. Like the 1978 edition, which 
the Library also holds, it is lavishly produced, 
well illustrated, with new illustrations even 
where the text remains the same, and replete with 
track diagrams, traffic diagrams, and you name 
ihe oa It has added communication diagrams, computer 
linkages, and, of course, its new EMD SD-50 loco- 
motives, while not leaving out its Alco C-628s, 
which were decommissioned in 1981/82. One little 
oddity: this edition is entitled Hammersley Iron 
Railway. Singular. Was the 1978 title simply 
an error, or were there plans that never event- 
uated? 

Amongst my pile of Library work that I simply 
must get to some time has been for quite a while 


a Magazine called Great World of Model Railroading. 
Passenger Train Special. It was published in 


1976. Too good to throw away, but one issue 
of a magazine is just a nuisance. I've now decid- 
ed that in fact it probably never was a magazine, 
Dut a one-off, perhaps to test the market for 
a possible continuation. I decided to take it 
into stock as a book. In spite of its title, 
it really has little to do with modelling; it 
consists almost entirely of articles on American 
passenger trains, and so will interest several 
of our members. The only bow made to modelling 
is a scattering of notes on the accessories then 


available from Walthers. Still, for aficionados 
of US trains, it's worth a look. 
It must be the Christmas season. There's 


Simply nothing new in the Library! 
Brian Southwell 
Librarian 
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FACES AROUND THE BRANCH 


Graham Stockfield is a glutton for punishment. 
Apart from being active in the construction of 
the Club's HO layout, he also drives 12 inch to 
the foot models around the State! 

Photo by Roger Lloyd 
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© > MORE MATCHBOX MODELS FROM THE NONNY MOUSE ARCHIVES 


A couple of minor errors crept into the listing of the 'Major Packs' in the last issue of Journal 
and are mentioned here so that anyone who is regarding this series as a definitive text can correct 
their copy. The series should have had the usual 'E&OE' proviso and if anyone believes that what has 
Deen printed so far is wrong, we'll be prepared to correct it. Anyway, back to the corrections (act- 
ually, additions): 

M-8 In 1960, a white and green 'Mod BP tanker' to a scale of 1/89 was issued 

(presumably, 'Mod' means 'modern') 


M-9 In 1960, a red and silver articulated trailer truck to a scale of 1/77 was issued 
Now, on with the motley! Resuming the 'King Size' series saga with K-5. 
CAT NO YEAR OF INTRODUCTION DESCRIPTION COLOUR(S ) SCALE 
| K-5 pre 1962 Foden Tipper Truck Yellow 1/74 
| 1967 Racing Car Transporter British Racing Green 1/54 
1971 Muir-Hill Tractor and Dumping Yellow and Red 1/50 
Trailer | 
K-6 pre 1962 Allis-Chalmers Earth Scraper Orange 1/70 | 
1970 Mercedes-Benz Ambulance White 1/45 | 
| 1972 Cement Mixer (Concrete Truck) Blue and Orange 1/58 | 
| 1978 Motor Cycle Transporter Blue - | 
| f > K-7 pre 1962 Curtiss-Wright Rear Dumper Yellow 1/74 | 
1967 SD Refuse Truck Red and Silver 1/66 
| 1973 Racing Car Transporter Yellow (White in 1980) 1/55 
| K-8 pre 1962 Prime Mover and Transporter with Red 1/70 
| Caterpillar Tractor 
1967 Car Transporter (same as the Blue and Orange (later 1/73 
1964 M-8) Yellow or Yellow and Blue) 
1970 Caterpillar Traxcavator Yellow 1/50 
(deleted in 1980) 
K-9 1963 Diesel Road Roller Green Pay, 
1967 Combine Harvester Green (Red in 1970) 1/80 
1975 Fire Tender Red L355 
: K-10 1963 Aveling-Barford Tractor Shovel Light Blue 1/62 
1967 Pipe Truck with six interlocking Yellow (Purple in 1972) 1/69 
pipes 
1978 Modern Car Transporter Red - 
| K-11] 1963 Fordson Tractor and Farm Trailer Purple and Red 1/42 
| (Purple and Silver in 1967) 
| 1970 DAF Car Transporter Blue and Yellow 1/66 
| (Red and Yellow in 1972) 
| = 1978 Pick Up Truck (looks more like a Yellow ~ 
| | | (deleted in 1980) breakdown truck with two jibs!) 
| K-12 1963 Heavy Breakdown Wreck Truck Green and White 1/62 
| 1970 Scammell Crane Truck Yellow (Red in 1972) 1/63 
| 1975 Hercules Mobile Crane Yellow (Red in 1979) 1/55 
K-13 1963 Ready-Mix Cement Truck Red (Orange in 1964) 1/58 
1972 Building Transporter Metallic Green 1/66 
1978 Aircraft Transporter Red = 
K-14 1964 Jumbo Crane Yellow 1/58 
; 1972 Freight Truck (Insulated) Blue 1/64 
| 1978 Heavy Breakdown Truck Red and White - 
| K-15 1967 Merryweather Fire Engine Red 1/60 
; 1973 "Londoner' (D/D Bus) Red 1/92 
K-10 1967 Dodge Tractor with Twin Tippers Metallic Green and Yellow 1/64 
(Road Train) (Yellow and Blue in 1972) 
1975 Articulated Petrol Tanker Red and White (Texaco) 1/62 
(Also in 1978 - 
| ARAL (Blue and White) 
EXXON (Red and White) 
| TOTAL (Red and White) 
| a SHELL (Yellow and White) ) 
| x K-17 1967 Low Loader with Bulldozer Green (Red Cab in 1972) 1/54 
1975 Articulated Container Truck Red with Yellow Containers 1/62 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 


(White Containers in 1978) 
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LOCH HOBBIES 


VICTORIA STREET, LOCH 


SOUTH GIPPSLAND’S TRAIN SHOP 


A PLEASANT ONE HOUR DRIVE FROM 
FRANKSTON OR DANDENONG 
ON THE WAY TO HISTORIC COAL CREEK. 
QUITE A RANGE OF MODEL RAILWAY PRODUCTS STOCKED. 
SECOND HAND EQUIPMENT BOUGHT: SOLD AND TRADED. 


C 


} 


© 


OPEN SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS ONLY BETWEEN 10AM AND 4PM. 
POSTAL ADDRESS | 


LOCH HOBBIES 
PO BOX 6 
LOCH VICTORIA 3945 


« 
“CLASS @= 


Vrain World K£6RETS MANUFACTURING 
DELAYS THAT MAY HAVE CAUSED /WCONVENIENCE 
TO CUSTOMERS —- THE TF CLASS HITS ARE NoW 
RAPIDLY BECOMING AVAILABLE 


Seen CALL AT OUR SHOP BETWEEN Qa.mk 
5 p.m. MONDAY 76 SATURDAY _ ae 
(0R THL 2PM. FRIDAYS) pune (03)5 96 6342 


(BCC , 


Train World Pty. Ltd. 
(INC. IN VICTORIA) 
624 WAWTHORN RD. EAST BRIGHTON 
PO. BOX 100 Nw. BRIGHTON 3186 7 
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